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THE 
fSSAFETY of FRANCE 
T O 
Monſteur the Dauphin. 


——— 


Dr INS 


The firft Diſcourſe. 


SIR, 
OU muſt of neceflity be a 
very great Stoick , if you are 
not very much alarum'd. All 
the World is Calculating your Nativi- 
ty , and they boldly affirm that you 
ſhall never be a King ; and that this 
next Campaign you ſhall (ce moſt cer- 
rible Prcludes of the Misfortunes which 
are to betal ye. 
I muſt acknowledge it is a diff- 


| cult thing to penetrate into Futurity. 


E Nor have all thoſe who have made it 
| B their 


; 
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their buſineſs to prophelie in this Age, 
had the fatis|a&tion to ſee their Pro- 
pheſies accompliſh'd. But there are 
many Things which men may foretel 
without being Prophers; and the fu 
ture Diminution of your Glory is an 
Event fo viſible, as that it may be eaſj- 
ly foreſeen, without Revelation,or con- 
ſulting the Stars. 

Conſidering the preſent Condition 
of Attairs, France mult of neceflity ſink, 
if her Enemies a&t by joynt conſent , 
and that they continue to take the 
ſame Meaſures which they have al. 
ready taken ſince the Prince of Orange 
aſcended the Throne of England. 

Never flatter your ſelf, Sir, for how 
Potent ſoever France may be, ſhe can- 
not but ſee both the Backſtroke and 
Foreſtroke that threatens her , if ſhe 
does not betake herſelf to ſome ſpee- 
dy and extraordinary Remedy. All 
Europe isup in Arms againſt her , and 
her Enemies are ſo much the more 
Formidable, becauſe they only fight 
to be reveng'd upon her for the infi. 
nite number of bloody Outrages which 
ſhe has done them, with all manner of 
Injuſtice, and to break thoſe _—_ 

an 
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and Fetters which ſhe would put about 
their Necks. 

I need not here make uſe of any 
great force of Rhetorick to convince 
you, that France is now no more the 
{ame that formerly ſhe was. You lee 
it with your own Eyes. Her Trade, 
which is as it were the Soul of a King- 
dom, is utterly ruin'd , ever fince the 
1} deparcure of the Proteſtants. For that 
not being able to vent her Native Com- 
modities into Foreign Countries, Pover- 
ty increaſes every where. To fill her 
F Exchequer, ſhe muſt have recourſe to 
4 unuſual and violent means, and there- 

by compleat the utter Exhauſting of 
74 the Peoples purſes. *Tis true, her Ar- 
. | mies are very numerous ; but beſides 
1] that, the Souldiers of which they con- 
2N fiſt, are not all of them experienc'd , 
.Þ as being tor the moſt part new raisd 
1} Men: Beſides that, there are infinite 
] 
C 


Numbers which deſert her Service , 
either becauſe they are expos'd to over- 

<f hard and tedious Duty, or elſe be- 
| cauſe they were liſted againſt their 
1 Wills. Certain it is, that they have 
been ſo accuſtom'd , for ſome years 
paſt, to vanquiſh Enemies that were 
B 2 not 
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not in a condition to wichſtand them 


that they are now no longer fit for af} 
ny thing elle but to: make new Conf 
verts, or to be employed in burning 
of Towns and Cities You have ſecnf 
ſomething in the Campaign wherei 
your ſelf commanded, and at the Siege: 
of Mayence and Bon. 

The Peace which ſhe concluded not 
long ſince with the A4/gerines, is an ec 
vident ſign that ſhe knows not wher: 
ſhe is. For you cannot deny, but that 
if ſhe thought her ſelf ſtrong enough 
to repe] her Enemies, or to make the 
leaſt Reſiſtance, ſhe would never have 
purchas'd, upon ſuch ignominiou 
Conditions, an Alliance with a barba 
rous People, who are the Scorn of al| 
the Earth, and from whom ſhe has 
receiv'd thoſe Affronts that ſhe ought 
never to havepardon'd. 

In a word, Sir, for you may delude 
your ſelf, with all her Forces both b 
Sea and Land, with all her Alliancci 
with the Grand Sergnior and the Age 
rines, With all her Preparations and he 
'Threatnings, is at this day only upc 
the Defeniive part ; ſhe that former] 
ſo vigorouſly afſfail'd others. And yo 
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not but acknowledge , that ſince the' 
Siege of Philipsbourgh, where you fig- 
nahz'd your ſelf in a manner fo diftin- 
guiſhed from the reſt , has all along 
gone down the Hill, which is no good 
Omen. 

What would you have me ſay to 
yee, conſidering the condition of At- 
fairs? I muſt, in ſpite of my Teeth, 
| forctel you dilmal Things ; and if you 
of will but refle&t upon chem , you will 
tell your felt the ſame. You cannot 
be ignorant of the danger to which an 
ef imprudent Policy has expos'd fo great 
of a Kingdom, which gave Laws to all 
© Exrope ; and in the mean time you will 
\1 do well to rid your ſelf of thoſe trea- 
ju} cherous and mercinary Souls which 
\& put it into your Heat), that Lews the 
Great is the greateſt Prince that ever 
was, and that he ſhall criumph , with 
eale, over the molt powerful and 
ſtrongeſt League that ever was form'a 
againſt a Monarch. 

If you were a Prince but of ordina- 
ry Merit, or that you could not ſee 
with your own Eyes, we might con- 
cent our ſelves with lamenting your 
4 Misfortunes , when we came to caſt 
B 3 an 
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an Eye upon your future Deſtiny, 
Bur conſidering the ſurmounting Parts 
and Qualities which you have receiv'd 
trom Heaven , you will be unpicied 
by all People, if the Arms of the Con- 
tederates ſhould ſubdug the Monarchy 
of France, and reduce you , after their 
Conqueſt, roa private Lite. For you 
muſt agree to this, that you your ſelf 
were acceſlary to your own Mistor- 
rune. 

Therefore, Sir, open your Eyes at 
once: France is upon the brink of a 
Precipice, from whence ſhe will never 
be able to ſave herſelf, if once ſhe hap- 
pen to fall. Suffer not your Mind to 
be inchanted, nor liſten to your Flat- 
terers. The Condition of France 1s a 


thouſand times more deplorable than *' 


can be expreſſed by all the Aggravati- 
ons we can make uſe of, Nevertheleſs, 
her Diſtemper is not alcogether incura- 
ble; you may apply a remedy to it ſtill. 
However, Sir, deceive not your ſelf ; 
tor deſperate Diſeaſcs,muſt have deſpe- 
rate Cures, 

I confeſs it were to be wiſh'd that 
the King would make a Peace with 
all the Princes that are engaged in 


Arms | 


_ 


__ — I—c AY | —— 


7) 


Arms againſt him, could he but make 
| them ſatisfaction for all the Ravage and 
Spoil which he has committed in their 
Countries : but this is a way not to bs 

put in practile. For beſides that, there 

is not any State that wall be willing to 
treat with a Prince, who believes that 

Policy permits him never to keep his 

Word,and who, contrary to the Faith 
of Treaties, has committed unheard of 

Hoſtilities in the Territories of all his 
 * Neighbours ; What likelyhood is there 
 Fthat a King, who aſpired to Univerſal 

Monarchy, who has extended his 

Conquelts every way , and who never 

condeſcended to a Peace,but what was 

advantageous to him , will renounce 

| all at once ſuch great pretenſions, and 
# reſtore back all that he has fo uſurp'd 2 
Certainly the King can never take 
ſuch a courſe, as would abſolutely 
tarniſh all his Glory, and render him 
tie molt contemotible of all the Prin- 
ces of the World. For, Sir, he muſt 
not think to flatter himſelf 1a chis 
matter; the Conizderates will never 
yield co an Accommodation , unleis 
they make ch2 Contirtions theinlelves ; 
and you well know , that che Law 
B 4 which 
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which the ſtrongeſt ſide preſcribes, is 
always that which muſt he obeyed. 
He muſt reſtore to the Emperor, and 
the Princes of Germany all that he has 
conquered from them , ever ſince he 
aſcended his Throne ; and he mult } 
allo ſacrifice to his Imperial Majeſty 
the Cardinal of Furſtembergh, to be pur 
niſht after a moſt exemplary manner, 
for all his Treaſonsand perfidious Deal- 
ings. He muſt make the ſame Reſti- 
eations to the Moſt Catholic King, the # 
King of Great Brit:in, and the Duke | 
of Lerrain. He muſt demoliſh the 
Forts and Cittadels which he has builc 
upon the Frontiers of the Switzers. ! 
He muſt reſtore Pignerol, and Caſal. | 
He muſt reftore to his Holinef' the 
Franchiſes, Regal Right, and other 
Priviledges of that nature, which he | 
diſputed ſo haughtily and violently 
with his Predecetlor, Innocent the XI. 
He muſt humble himſelf bctore Prince 
Toſeph Clement of Bavaria. He muſt 
make Satisfaction to the United Pro- 
vinces for an infinite number of Vel- 
{els which he has ſeiz'd within his 
Ports, in time of Peace, and which 
his Privateers have taken. He muſt 

reimburſe þ 
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| reimburſe the Genoeſes immenſe Sums: 
of Money , which they have been, 
| and are ſtill obliged to expend in re- 
| building the ſumptuous Palace which 
| he thunder'd down, when he threw 
his Bombs into their Magniticent City. 
And You yourſelf muſt go in Perſon, 
and throw ne * 4 moft ignominionus 
ſelf at the Feet of Puniſhment inflifted up- 
their Duke to 91 au extream Offender, 
| . l who mnt go through the 
# make him Repa- Streets barefoot and bare- 
* ration for the * 4. Headed, with a burning 
F 4. Bl ble Link in his Hand, to the 
| 77 ae TNONATAVHE, Sent of Juſtice, and there 
which he was ob- confeſs his Offences, and 
ask Forgiveneſs of the 
Party wrong'd. 


| had treated the Genoeſes like ſo many 
| Barbarians, and that upon a vain and 
ridiculous pretence. It would become 
him alſo to make an Alliance with the 
King of England, William II. whom 
he looks upon as an Uſurper, and 
whom he has treated hicherto with a 
more than ordinary contempt. And 
in regard, that becauſe there is a great 
Vacuity in his Exchequer, which is 
more and more exhaulted every day, 
that he would not be rich enough to 
rebuild fo many Cities, Towns, and 
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Caſtles, which he has burnt in Germa- 
ny, more eſpecially in the Territories 
of the Eletor Palatine, it would b2- 
come him, that to appeaſe the Princes 
intereſted, he ſhould burn his own 
Capital City ; or at leaſt his Caſtles 
of Verſailles and Sr. Germain. It would 
behove him to recal the Proteſtants 
whom he has conſtrained to quit their | 
Eſtates and their Country, by exerci- 
ſing upon them the moſt unjuſt and 
molt unheard of Perſecutions ; to re- 
build all their Churches , and to con- 
firm the Edits of the Pacitication 
granted by Henry the Fourth : For 
why ſhould the Proteſtants be let out, 
if he makes a General Peace. And that 
I may not enter into a longer Diſplay 
of his Pranks, it would behove him ſor 
the Security as well of thoſe without, 
as thoſe within, to ſend into Holland, 
or into England, Monſieur the Duke 
of Burgundy, or {ome other of his 
Children ; for we would willingly 
call back thoſe Ages, wherein they 
never made any Treaty , but the 
Prince to whom the Peace was accor- 
ded, gave not only Hoſtages, but Ho- 


{tages of his own Blood. 
Never 


C09" 

Never queſtion it, all theſe Things 
muſt be done; the Contederates will 
not bace him an Ace: they will every 
one have a Flcece from his back ; and 
if you ſeriouſly conſider it, tisno more 
than what you muſt confeſs to be but 
juſt and reaſonable. 

So then, Sir, you muſt agree with 
me in this, that the King cannot ac- 
cept of Peace, tho it ſhould bez otter'd 
him ; becauſe he will never accept 
upon mean and prejudicial Condr 
tions. 

What will Poſterity ſay of Lewas 
the Great, it alter ſuch an Enlargement 
of Conqueſt every way, andif after 


* having been (o near being Maſter of all 


Chriſtendom, he ſhould voluntarily con- 
tine himſelf within the Bounds of the 
French Monarchy, rather than conti- 


{ nve a War which he firlt kindled him- 
* felt? If atcer his having made France 
{ all Roman Catholic, and having there- 


by gaind an Honour to which his 


{ Predeceſlors in vain aſpir'd, he ſhould 
| be torc'd to build Calviniſtical Chur- 


ches, and ſet forth Declarations in ta- 
vour of Herefie 2 he would be looke 


' upon as the molt pitiful and content 


ptible 
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ptible of Princes. And indeed if he 
ſhould condeſcend to fully his glorious 


and renownedAtchievements by a con- Þþ 
deſcenſion ſo mean and poor, I muſt |} 
appeal to you, Sir, what Thoughts q 


would you your ſelf have of him 2? 
Nevertheleſs, in regard there is no 
other way,but by the means of a Peace 
for France to divert the threatning 
Tempeſt, there is no body but your 


{elf that can make it, if you intend to | 


preſerve the Honour of France. For 


beſides that, the Confederates, who at | 


preſent breath nothing but fire and 
ſlaughter, will deal more mildly and 
Civilly with you, than with a Prince 


that aſpiced only to enſlave them, and | 


made a War with them after a man- 
ner unheard of among Chriſtians. Be- 
ſides that, both the one and the other 
are weary of ſeeing ſo much blood ſhed, 
and ſuch waſts of their own and their 
Peoples Treaſure, molt certain it is, 
that which way ſoever Fortune wheels, 
and how hard ſoever the Clauſes may 
be, to which you you ſhall be obliged 


to ſubſcribe, all the World will admire | 


yee.For in a word, as you have not con- 
tributed at all ro the Mistortunes that 
threaten 
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threaten France, and in regard there is 
not any Prince in Europe that 1s 1gno- 
rant how much you have bewail'd the 
villanous Courſes and falls Meaſures 
that have been taken in the Kingdom, 
they will look upon you as a wile 
Prince, who has rather choſe the ſure 
way, than to hazard a Crown. Sir, 
you may yield to all things, and re- 
ſtore to every one that which belongs 
to him, without having your Honour 
any may intereſted in ſuch a Conde- 
{cenſion, in regard it was not you that 
were guilty of the Ulurpations. 

And without any Injury to the 
Religion which you profeſs, you may 
renew the Edidts which give a Tole- 
ration to the Proteſtants, in regard it 1s 
a Prerogative inſeparable from Royal- 
ty, to overturn, ſo ſoon as they come 
to the Throne, whatever their Prede- 
ceſfors have done ; it being no more 
but what all Princes,cven Popes them- 
ſelves, tho” it be their Intereſt to per= 
{wade the whole World that St. Peter's 
Succeſlors are no leſs infallible in all 
their Actions, than was the Prince of 
the Apoſtles. 

I well know,Sir, what Anſwer you 

wal 
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will make me. You will ſay, You are 
not yet inveſted with the Royal Aurhe- 
rity ; and that according to all Appears 
ance, not being likely long to be ſoit 
is in vain for me to propole a fruitleſs 
Expedient, that cannot be put in Exe- 
Cution. 

I confeſs, Sir, that you are not yet 
King; and that you are alſo far from 
being ſo. Forthat, if we may judge 
according to probabilities , notwith- 
ſtanding the great Maladies which af- 
flict Lews the Great, he may live per- 
haps, as long as you ; belides that,it will 
always bethe incereſt of thoſe that are 
prevalent with him, cunningly to infi- 
nuate, as they do, that your Marriage 
with a Princeſs of Bawvaria,muſt render 
you continually ſuſpe&ed ; and that 
you are otherwiſe unfit for any thing 
elſe, but either for a Maſqueracde,or to 
hunt the Wolf. Now after theſe conſi- 
derations, . you will never be in a con- 
dition to make that happy Peace which 
France {o paſſionately defires : You will 
be in danger of dying a Subje&,and of 
being the Son and Father of a King, 
yet never come to the Crown your ſelf, 
as ſome of your falſe Prieſts have _ 
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told. Then again, they who by their 
unhappy Counſels have reduced France 
to that deplorable Condition wherein 
it is at preſent, are your moſt cruel E- 
nemies. For in regard they enrich 
themlclves by the ware Diſorders,and 


very well underſtand that only you, 
who have the Helm in your Hand,are 
able to ſtruggle with the Tempeſt , 
they make the King believe you to be 
a perſon unfit for the Government, as 
being a Prince without ſenſe, and en- 
flav'd to his pleaſures; and if I may 
venture to ſay ſo, a weak and filly 
Prince, under pretence that you be- 
liev'd it to b2 a great piece of Policy 
to diſſemble hitherto, and ad the part 
of that illuſtrious Roman, who expelld 

the Tarquins out of Rome. 
Nevertheleſs, Sir, however it be, the 
Propoſition whick I now make you, is 
no ſuch difficulty not to be ſurmount- 
ed. It will be your fault it you are 
not King in deſpite of all your Ene- 
mies, if you ardently deſire it : nor is 
it neceſlary for you to ſtay till the death 
of a Prince, who, conſidering his con- 
{titution, is not yet in a condition to 
dyes. You have lain cloſe a ſufficient 
time, 
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time, it bzhoves yee now to diſcover 
your ſelf, and that appearing in your 
Natural Colours, you ſhould let Lews 
the XLV. ſee, that you are a Prince 


who deſerves to bear the Name. of 


Bourbon ; and that it 15 not to no pur- 
poſe that you have been educated in fo 
many ſeveral ſorts of Sciences ; and 
that Policy is not the only Thing of 
which you are ignorant, tho' you ne- 
ver made it your buſineſs, becauſe you 
would not give Occaſion of Suſpicion. 
Itbehoves yee to {et to work that Elo- 
quence , which they ſay is fo natural 
to yee; andthat you unhoodwink your 
Father's Eyes, by laying before him the 
ſtrength of his Enemies, the weakneſs 
of his Armies, the conſternation of his 
People, the fears of Domeſtick Inſur- 
rections, and leaſt the Troops of the 
Confederates ſhould pour into hisKing- 
dom, to the end he may agree with 
you, that there isno other way but by 
a Peace to fhelter himſelf from the 
Storm ; and therefore ſince he cannot 
obtain it himſelf,but upon Conditions 
that will be altogether diſhonourable to 
a Prince that has been hitherto eſteem- 
ed the Greatelt of.his Age, that it = 
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abſolutely neceſſary for him to abdicate 
the Government for your ſake, and 
that he ſhould go and end his days in 
Retirement, ſince he cannot attain his 
Ends of mounting the "Throne of 
Charlemaine, 

Not, Sir, but that you have your 
Creatures at Court ; not but that Ma- 
dam the Dauphinef,, who is a Lady of 
exquiſite Abilities, has already made 
herſelf Miſtreſs of the Hearts and At- 
feftions of thoſe Ladies which at pre- 
ſent Rule the King ; and not but that 
your Father's Favourites and Governors 
have given you ſeveral Teſtimonies of 
their being devoted to your Intereſts: 
they have been too cunning to omir 
the performance of thoſe Ceremonies. 
You mult therefore make ule of them 
at this time, and abſolutely fix both 
the one and the other to your lntereſts, 
by flattering them with great Hopes 
and Expectations, as it is cali2 for you 
to do, to the end they may act by 
conlent in advancing you to the 
Throne, 

Believe me, Sir, if you would but 
ſpeak ſeriouſly and boldly to the King, 


yet oblerving the Limits of reſpect and 
cuty 
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duty to a King and Father; and if on 
the other ſide, his Favourites, Miltrel- 
ſes, and Governors of his Conſcience, 
would but flily and cunningly tinfinu- 
ate into his Breaſt, that he cannot ſave 
his Kingdom, ſupport his Reputation 
and Honour, and gain Paradile, unleſs 
he take this only Courſe, you will ſtag- 
ger him without queſtion ; and rather 
than hazard the Fate with which the 
Princes of Europe threaten Bajezet, he 
will rather chooſe of his own accord to 
ſhut himſelf up in a Deſert , there to 
do Penance the remainder of his Life, 
for the Crimes of his Proſperity. 

Tis a violent choice,I muſt confeſs, 
and I make no queſtion, the King be- 
lieves himſelf tobe in no great halte as 
yet to lament his fins. But whatis that 
to the purpoſe, Sir ; You know very 
well, Sir, that of two Evils the leaſt is 
tobe choſen. The Crown which he 
abandons is not worth the Riſco which 
he runs. And fince after all, it would be 
better for him to do ic voluntarily,than 
to be obliged by conſtraint and force, 
as.it betel Alphonſo King of Naples,who 
ſeeing Charles the VIIL.come thundring 
down into his Kingdom, caus'd his Son 

Ferdinand 
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Ferdinand to be Crown'd, and retired 
into Scicily for Security. 

This 4/phonſo, whole Life was writ- 
ten by the Famous Hiſtorian Philip 
Commines, and ſo often read by Charles 
the Fiftb, had contaminated his Reign 
with a Thouſand Crimes: He had ex- 
ercis'd an infinite number of Cruelties; 
he had put to death his neareſt Kin- 
dred and Relations; he had raviſh'd 
the Wives of his Subjeas, and reduced 
his People to utmoſt Beggery. But this 
Reſignation of his Crown to his Son, 
was the means which God made ule of 
for his Converſion : For having con- 
fin'd himſelf in a kind of Solitude, and 
there conforming himſelf to the Rules 
of the Moxks of Mount Olivet,he liv'd as 
holy a Life as if he had beenone of the 
Order. 

Let not the King ſtay, till an Extre- 
mity of this Nature overtake him,leaſt 
ic ſhould utterly deface the Luſtre of all 
his great Actions. For in regard his 
Life has been fo conformable to that 
of the King of Naples, he may as well 
follow the Example of his Cowardly 
Fear, and try to (zeck ſome Sanctuary 
wichin the Otcoman Empire, ſo ſoon 
as 
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as he ſhall ſee the Imperial Leopold, of 
the King of Great Britain ready to pour 
in upon him. Let him do that volun- 
tarily, which Alphonſo was forc'dto do, 
and Jet him leave you a Crown , for 


which you will have no reaſon to can- } 
tend with the Enemies of France , as 


the young Ferdinand was conltrain'd:to 
contend tor his with. Charles the 'VITt, 
For perhaps the ſame Fate may attend 
you. as betel that Prince, whom Charles 
continually purſued till he had totally 
vanquiſh'd, and expelld him out of his 
, Territories. 

Therefore let him.never ſtudy upon 
it,but reſign the Government into your 
hands without any more ado, ſince he 
cannot do a thing more to his Advan- 
tage ; more eſpecially fince there are 
ſo many Preſidents to encourage him 
to an Ad ſo Heroick, and proceeding 
altogether from accompliſh'd Policy. 

Nerva, who was eleted Emperour 
after the death of Domitian , reſigne«l 
the Empire to Trajan (oſoon as he found 
himſelf incapable to govern, by reaſon 
of his Infirmities and his Age. You 
know the Hiltory of Diocleſ.z. 

That Emperour, who according I 

eng 
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the Teſtimony of all thoſe that have 
wrote his Hiſtory, was only born for 
Government and War; that Emperour, 
of whom it is ſaid,that the Reman Arms 
were ne're in ſuch a flouriſhing condi- 
tion as under his Empire ; that Em- 
perour, who ſubdu'd where &'re he 
came, who had vanquiſh'd ſeveral Ty- 
rants, and to. whom ſeveral Trophies 
had been erected , for bawing extended 
the Roman Empire both to the Eaſt and 
Weſt ; and for having rooted out the Name 
of Chriſtians from the Earth. This Em- 
perour nevertheleſs, in the midſt of his 
Triumphs and Victories, reſigned the 
Empire to Galerias ; and the Ceremo- 
ny of that Reſignation was publickly 
perform'd three Miles from the City of 
Nicomedia, where after he had rande- 
vouz'd his Army together, addrefling 
his Speech to his Souldiers,he told them, 
That being become infirm, be was re- 
ſolved to retire to a Life of Repoſe, afier ſo 
many Labours and Travels which he bad 
been conſtrain'd to undergo ; to which pur- 
poſe he would ſurrender the Empire into the 
hands of ſuch Perſons as were able to bear 
the weight of it. And having o laid , 
he named Galerizs for his Succetlor,and 


prC- 
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preſently inveſted him with his own 
Purple Robes: And ſo reſuming his true 
Name of Dzocles,which he had chang'd 
for that of Dzocleſian, he retir'd like a 
common Souldier that has receiv'd his ' 
diſcharge from Service, and lead a pri- * 
vate Life for ſeveral Years. He made | 
choice of Satorrica for his Retirement, |} 
and found ſo much pleaſure in Soli- 
tude, that all Charms of pleaſure 3 
could never tempt him forth again : # 
at what time he alſo proteſted, That | 
he never taſted the True Pleaſures of *# 
Life, nor ſaw the Sun ſhine with ſo © 
much delight, as ſince he reſign'd the 
Empire. 

Now would not the King of France } 
be happy to end the remainder of his Þ 
days, as the ſame Einperour did. Let | 
him reſt from his Labours, ſeeing that *! 
conſidering the Condition to which | 
he has reduced France, it is not poſſt- * 
ble he ſhould reduce any real Repoſe. | 
Let him like another Atlas caſe his * 
Shoulders of a Burden which he isno | 
longer able to bear, and ſet it upon 
yours. It is high time you ſhould 
Reign for the general good and ſafety ! 
of the People, keing that fo long as * 

Lewis 
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Lews rules, his Reign muſt prove fa- 
tal to the People. Let him imitate 
Diocleſian in this generous Aion, who 
has followed his Example in many 0- 
ther things. 

Lothaire the I. the Son of Lews the 
Debonnair, is another Preſident which I 
cannot pals by in filence : This Ambi- 
tious Prince whom nothing would 
ſerve, but to derhrone his Father, th6 
he had made him his Companion in 
the Empire, being advanced to the 
Throne , after the death of the Em- 
peror, and having undergone an infi- 
nite number of Hardſhips, parted his 
Territories between his Children, and 
taking a Religious Habit in the Abby 
of Prume, near Treves, dy'd in a ſhort 
time after. 

Bur why ſhould I ſearch for Exam- 
ples in Apes ſo tar remote, for to ſhew 
that ſuch a Reſignation is no Diſho- 
nour to a Prince , we have a Decent 
Example to produce. 

Chriſt ina Queen of Sweden, (ucceed- 
ed Guſtavns Adolphus in the Year 1633: 
This Princeſs govern'd her Territories 
very happily 3; and being deſcended 
from the Blood of the Great mn 

(S 


( 24 ) 
ſhe was formidable to her Enemies ; 
beſides that ſhe was diſtinguiſh'd from 
the reſt of her Sex by an infinite num- 
ber of Noble Endowments, which ren- 
der'd her the Admiration of theWorld: 
Other Kingdoms envied the Happi- 
neſs of Sweden : for in ſhort, a King- 
dom cannor chuſe but be happy, when 
govern'd by Princes that are Philoſo- 
phers, or Philoſophers that are Princes, 
according tothe Opinion of oneof the 
Ancients : Nevertheleſs this Queen, as 
happy and glorious as ſhe was, reſign'd 
her Crown and Scepter in the Year 
I654, to Charles Guſtavus. The Gran- 
dees of the Court, and all her Subje&s 


were much troubled at her Abdica- 


tion, and endeavoured to diſſwade 
her from it ; bur all their perſwaſions 
were in vain. She ſummon'd an Afl- 
ſembly of her Eſtates, where were 
preſent all the Nobility, and all the 
Forreign Miniſters. There the Chief 
Minitter inveſted her with her Royal 
Robes, and ſet the Crown upon her 
Head. Afﬀeer which, ſhe fate a while 
upon her Throne with her Scepter in 
her Right Hand, and the Golden Ball 


in her Left Hand. All this, for no 
other 
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other purpoſe, but to be immediately 
Diſrob'd again , and to ſarrender the 
Enſigns of her Royal Authority to her 
Succeſſor. 

Caſimir the V. who after the death 
of Ladiſlaws, his Brother, = Elected 

o'leſs 


King of Poland, was n happy, 
during his Reign , than Chrifima du- 
ring hers, He was no ſooner ſertl'd in 
his Throne , bat he became the Ter- 
ror of his Enemies : And to ſpeak 
all his A&tions in a word, this Prince 
had been a Victor in no leſs than ſe- 
venteen or eighteen Battels, where he 
was preſent in perſon, Nevertheleſs, 
what does Caſimir do in the midft of 
all his Triumphs ?- Over-burthen'd 
with the weight of his Scepter, and ſo 
many Lawrel-Wreaths wherewith he 
had encircled his Brows ; tird wich 
the Glorious Travels which. had ren: 
dred him the braveſt Prince ofhis Age'; 
weari'd with continual Conqueſt, and 
ſhedding ſo much Blood ; and laſtly, 
looking upon all the Victories which 
he could expe to win, as not able to 
repair the loſs of his beloved Queen, 
he voluntarily reſign'd his Crown, and 
ended his days in a Monaſtery. 

C Are 
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Are nat thele great Examples, Sir, 
ſufficient: co. move ye ? And if you 
were in Lewis the Fourteenth's Condi 
tion, would you make any difficulty 
to follow them ? A. Heroeſ, of an exal. 
' ted Deſcent, whom France admired, 
and treated like. a Queen , afier ſbe 
had renounc'd her Royal Authority, 
and whom the Popes; themſelves: e- 
ſteented as the Palladium of Rome. # A 
Hero, that ſacrificed all his worldly 
Pomp, to lead a Religious Life, and 
whom the King himſelt honour'd. with 
one of the moſt wealthy and famouſleſt 
Abbies of his Kingdom. In a word, 
a- Queen and a King whoſe Retire- 
ment was the greateft Elogies that was 
given them'by all that made their Pa- 
ricks, "This incomparable Prine 
ceis, and this Prince moſt worthy to 
be Sainted, think ye, they will not 
mollifie the King's Heart, when he 
reflefts upon the many Misfortunes 
that threaten. both His and Your 
Head , it he continues to Reign Six 
Months longer. Let him then ceaſe 
to te a King, if he intends to die a 
King, and avert from-France the moſt 
terrible Cataſtrophe that ever befel her 
lince the Reign of Pharamund. They 


> 
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| They may cell us, cill Dooms-day, 
if that it was the love of Liberty which 
| inclin'd Q. Chrifine to that ſurprizitig 
| Change. And that Caſimrr , as great 
- | as he was, being before a fefuir;had con- 
, | trated inthat Order, a certain Spice of 
| Phanaticiſm, which is the principte 
Character of the Diſciples of Loyola, 
who was the greateſt Pharatick that e&- 
ver appeared in the World. *Fis trae, 
I knew a certain | | 


* Prifice, who was 
accuſtomedto ſay, 
Thar among the 
Fools of that Age 
one of the/ greate 
was Caſimir. Nei- 
ther *was Chriſtina 
accompted the wi- 
feſt Woman inthe 


* The Deceaſed Printe 
of Conde was ſed to ſay, 
hat he was asquainted 


with Three 01s 
Hobs ; the D.of 7 er 


"who had quiited an E- 


ſhare of covooo Livers a 

4 fora Wife. Menfiewr 
urenne, who had ;aken 

the Holy Ghoſt out of Ihis 

Heart, ts wear him's 

his Coat ; and K, Calimir 

who hat quitted # Crogrr 


£0 Furs Monk. 


world.Every thing 
is folly, Sir, when | 
they are takehin a Well ſenſe. But 
that which appears to be folly, is many 
times & great piece of Wiſdom, when 
> | the thing comes to be examined.” Moſes 
; | was lookt upon as a Fool by the” Fy yp- 
tians, when he forſfook the Egyptian 
Court, and trampled under foot the 
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Crown which was deſign'd him by the 
Daughter of Pharaoh. And yet whete 
was ever a wiſer man in the World, 
than that ſame Hebrew Legiſlator ? Who 
ever read the Heart of Queen Chriftiys 
to know ſo well her Inclinations ? And 
as for wa. yes tho” he were a Fe 
ſuit, are all the Feſuits Viſionaries.Chri- 
ſins , 'even to the laſt gaſp, gave au- 
thentick Marks, that ſhe was in good 
- earneſt when ſhe forſook Luther ani/m, 
to embrace the Popes Religion 3 and 
Caſimir dyed like a Saint in the obſer: 
vance of the Diſcipline and Conſticu- 
tions of his Order. . Why therefore 
muſt Religion be deny'd to have a 
ſhare in their Changes, or. why may 
it not be thought to be an Eitect of 
triumphing Grace ? 
 Butrto ſet Religion aſide ; it cannot 
be denied but that there may be ſome- 
* thing of Human Prudence or Policy 
at leaſt. For indeed what could a 
Woman have done, had ſhe been to ſu- 
ſtain a terrible War ; if thole Enemies 
which Guſtavws had 1o often harals'd, 
had cometo awaken her, and had de- 
ſign'd to have ſatisfaction from the 
Daughter for the Miſchiefs and Logan 
whic 
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which they had ſuffered by the Father? 
Muſt ſhe not have ſank under the 
Burthen , and run the Venter of do- 
ing that by force which ſhe did with- 
out conſtraint 2 And as for Caſimir, at- 
ter he had expelled Guftawvus, who had * 
made himſelf Maſter of a great part of 
his Terricories, after he had obtained 
that famous Victory from. the Muſco- 
vites in the Year 1661, laſtly,afrer he 
had gained ſixteen or eighteen Battels, 
what could he expe&t more? There 
could be no Accumulation of Honour 
to that great Hero. He had carried 
on his Afﬀairs as far as a Prince could 
carry them. He had ſetled his Throne, 
and reſtored Peace to his People. He 
feared nothing; and ſo himſelf the 
moſt happy Prince then living, Never- 
theleſs, all things being lubje& to vicil- 
citude, and Fortune being blind, was 
not Caſimir very prudent,that he mighe 
avoid the running of any dangerous ha- 
zard, or feeling the ſmart of any back- 
blow, generouſly to reſign the Scepter 
which he ſo well deferv'd to ſway ? 
Thrice happy Princes who are able to 
make their Refle&ions upon Ations ſo 
Heroick , and accompanied with ſo 

B 3 much 
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| Ceſars, For do but oblerve, Sir, tho 
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much prudence ! And thrice happy 
Lews XIV. if ſeeing himſelf npon the 
brink of Ruin, he would follow the Ex- 
amples of Chriſtma and Cafimir,thereby 
to preſerve to himſelf the Title of Great, 
and ſuch a place in Hiſtory , as might 
obſcure the Luſtre of the Alexander; and' 


——_— ſhould not juſtly foretel to 
the King an inevitable: Declination of 
his Glory; tho' his Kingdom were in 
as ſoft a Peace as Swedeland or Poland, 
when Chriſtma and Caſimir reſigned ; 
tho” he had all the World at command; 
tho' he had no Enemies , but were as 
he was formerly, Arbitrator of Peace 
and War ; does he not know that the 
molt flouriſhing Kingdoms are ſubje&t 
eo the greateſt Revolutions ; that there 
are certain Bouncls,at which it behoves 
a Prince to fiop- :; that the molt ſertted 
Profſperities are liable to the fevereſt 
Croffes';” that it is the Glory of a Mo- 
narch that has been happy for a long 
eime, not to dye miſerable ; and there- 
fore that he oughe to take all the Cau- 
tion imaginable co keep the Balance of 
Fortune ev2n,eſpecially when #* Scale 
ceales to incline moſt of his ſide. *rg 
e 
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| That King of Lydia, who had rem 
| dred himſelf fo famous by his Con- 
| queſts and his Wealth, was at length 

vanquiſh'd by Cyrus; and of the moſt 
| fortunate of Princes, in a moment be- 
| came the moſt miſerable and unforty- 
| nate of Mortals. Had not Craſus beers 
| dazled withthe falſe Luſtre of his Gran 
dexr, he would have been fo far from 
laughing at Solon, who told him that a 
Prince was not to boaſt of his Proſperi- 
ty, till ic was impoſlible for him to be 
unhappy, that he would have hid 
himſelf in the middle of ſome Deſert, 
to have avoided the Ignominy ofb2in 
a Slave to the King of Perſia , after Ki 
the World had done him Homage, 
Who knows but that Chriſtina and Caſe 
mir had ſome wile Solon, to whom wir 
liſtned more attentively , then Craeſus 
did to the wiſe man of Greece ? 

Bur let us ſay no more of the King 
of Poland, or the Queen of Sweden, 
The one was a Phanatick, and che 0- 
ther lov'd a licencicus Liberty. We 
grant that they were not guidedeirher 
by Religion or Policy. But what fay 
you, Sir, or rather what can your Fa- 
cher obje& againſt the Example of 

C 4 Charles; 
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Charles the V. That great Prince , as 
you well know, was neither Libertine, 
nor Viſionary ; nevertheleſs he reſigned 
the Empire , and confin'd himſelf in 
Shots to the Monaſtery of St. Fu#us,of 
the Order of St. Ferome, where he end- 
ed his days two or three years afterhe 
had liv'd like a fimple Monk, he who 
formerly could hardly content himſelf 
with ſeveral Kingdoms which he pol- 
 ſeſſed in three parts of the World. 
Certainly this is ſuch an Example as 
muſt convince his Majeſty of the great 
neceſlity that there is for him to re- 
ſign his Government, if he loves the 
Safety of his People, and be but any 
thing jealous of his own Glory ; eſpe- 
Cially having much more reaſon than 
that Emperour. For not to diſlemble 
with you in any thing, Charles the V. 
was a greater Prince than ever Lews 
the XLV.He was more proſperous than 
he, tho' he had not always ſicceſs : he 
was more Potent and more formidable; 
and at the time when he firſt bethoughe 
himſelf of retiring, beſide that he was 
at peace in Germany ever after the Tren- 
ty of Paſſau, he was alſo at the Head 
of Fourſcore or a Hundred thouſand 
men, 
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men, being at War with only one 
Prince, whom he had reaſon to fear, 
by reaſon of the Match which he had 
made between Ph:lip his Son, and Ma- 
'8ry the Daughter and Heireſs of Henry 

che VIIL. 

Nevertheleſs , in. the midſt of this. 
Calm, .and when he had the leaſt rea- 
ſon to fear any crols ſtroke of Fortune, 
ata time when every thing proſpered 
with him, and that his Armies were 
triumphant,he ſtops in the midit of his 
Career, and prudently politick , pre- 
vents, if not real Misfortunes, yet ſuch 
as were poſlible to happen : For who. 
can fetter Fortune ſo,that ſhe ſhall not 
be able to break her Chains ? 

The Fate of ſo many Vidtors,whole 
Exits had prov'd fo diſmal z the 
hopes which he had of thole,of whom 
he had made choice for the manage- 
ment of the Empire; and the Deſire 
he had to ſave his Soul, by a total Re- 
nunciation of the World , made him 
determine of a ſuddain to reſign the 
Imperial Soveraignty, . and one of the 
higheſt Degrees that a. Prince could a- 
riveat in this World. 

To this end he ſent for Philip his Son 
G4 King 


( 34 ) 

King of England , to whom, in favour 
of his Marriage, he had bequeathed'the 
Kingdoms of Naples and Seicily, 'with 
the Dutchy of Milan, and having af- 
ſembted rogether che States of the Low 
Countries at Bruſſels, he preſently crea» 
red Pb:l;p Soveraign of the Order of 
the Golden Fleece , and gave him' the 
Dominion of thoſe Provinces. A month 
afrer this Reſignation, in purſuance of 
which, the Stazes did Homage to their 
new Lord, and ſwore Fealty and Al- 
; as to hitn 3 the Depncies of the 

ett of his Territories being met at the 
ſame place, he compleatedthe general 
Reſignation of all his other Territories 
and Signiories, as well in Europe as in 
the New World, and inveſted Philip in 
them, reſerving no more for his own 
ſapport, than Two handred thouſand 
 Ducats a year , with ſome Houſhold 
Furniture. 

*T'is true that he did not at firſt re- 
fign the Empire to his Brother Ferds- 
»and ; but he had an extraordinary 
reaſon for that: For he was willing, be- 
tore he abdicated the Empire, to ob- 
lige Ferdinand that Philip ſhowd he ele- 
Qed Kingof the Romans, But _— 
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{aw that Ferdinand was relolv'd” to {6- 
cure that Crown for his awh Son,and: 
that for a whole year together his Ne- 
gotiations had prov'd fruitleſs,he deter- 
mined before he left Bruſſels,to perte&t 
his Deſign. So that after he had cauſed 
his Reſignation to be drawn up in Au- 
thentick Form, he entruſted it in the 
Hands of W/4lliam of Naſſau, Prince of 
Orange, Gregory Sigi[/mund. Held, Vice- 
Chancellour of the Empire , and Hal- 
ker his Secretary, who under the Cha- 
rater of Ambatiladors, carried it tothe: 
firlt Diet thac was afſcmbled, made ic 
known to the Elefors, and delivered 
it into the hands of Ferdmand, together. 
with the Scepter and Crown,and other 
Enſigns of the Lmperial Dignity. 

I thall not fay any thing of the-ex- 
traordinary Honours that were paid tq 
Charles the V. after he had deſpoil'd 
himſelf of all his Diguities,tho' it make 
for my purpole. For in ſhart,it proves- 
that ſuch Renunciations are no ways 
ignominious, as the King perhaps may 
be induced to believe. Ifhall only ob- 
ſerve, that when Charles departed trom- 
Bruſſels far Gaunt, in order to his pak 
ſags inco.Spain, where. be hit hvil2n 

it 
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his Retirement , he was accompanied 
by the Duke and Dutcheſs of Savoy, 
by the Dukes of Lorram and Parma , 
and a vaſt number of other great 
Lords ; and which is more, there were 
in that magnificent Train, no leſs than 
five crown'd Heads; Philip his Son,King 
of Spain, England, and Naples; Maxi 
milian King of Bohemia; Ferdinand's Son 
in Law; the King of Tunz ; Elianor 
Queen Dowager of France ; and Marie 


| Queen Dowager of Hungary and Bobe- 


mia, who were both Siſters. 

This Funeral Attendance, if I may 
$ call it, upon a Prince that was dying 
to the World, is a proof not to be con- 


| troul'd, thathis A& and Deed was ap- 


_— , and looke upon as Heroick. 
or you muſt agree with me in this, 
Sir, that he had never been treated 4f- 
ter ſo magnificent a manner,if that Re- 
fignation had been any ſtain to his Life, 
or any blot-to his Reputation in Hiſto- 


Conclude then, Sir, with me, That 
Lews the XIV.ought to follow the Ex- 
ample of the Great Charles the Firſt,by 
reſigning his Soveraignty to you , ſee- 
ing that the ſame Reaſons which w_ 

pe 
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ged that Emperour to reſign his Em- 
ire and Kingdoms to Ferdinand his 
rother, and Philip the I. his Son, ob- 
lige alſo your Father , beſides an infi- 
nite number of other Motives no leſs 
conſiderable. For indeed Sir,notwith- 
{ſtanding the great Elogies that are eve- 
ry day given to the King, yet certain 
it 15,that heis much inferiour to Charles 
the Firſt. So that if Loews the XIV. 
refemble that Emperour in any thing, 
it is in his aſpiring like him to the U- 
niverſal Monarchy, in his exceflive 
Perſecution of the Proteſtants ; in his 
embroiling himſelfand quarrelling with 
the Holy See; in raiſing himſelf an in- 
finite number of Enemies ; and in not 
believing that it was the true Chara- 
&er of a Prince to be a ſlave to his 
Word. The' we have more to ſay of 
the Emperour, that he did ſometimes 
{cruple to falſifie his Word, as in the 
Cale of Luther, when he appeared be- 
fore him at the Dzet of Worms in the 
year 1521. At what time his Courti- 
ers and Clergy-men adviſed him to fol-' 
low the Example of the Councel of Con- 
flance, not to.keep his Word with that 
Arch-Heretick, upon the Faith of _ 
© 
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he had appear'd at the Diet 5; but 
Charles would by no means liſten to 


them, and then it -was that he pro- 


nounced that Golden Saying, which. 
"ought to be in the Mouths of all Princes: 


That if | Faith of Promiſe were to be ba- 
wiſh'd out of the World, the Palaces of 
Princes ought to give it Sanituary : Bur, 
Sir, ſetting aſide what I have inſtan- 
ced, there is no Compariſon between 
theſe two Princes ; at lealt you will 
agree wich nte, that Charles the V. 
was the moſt happy and proſpe- 
rous, | ; 

When Charles the Fifth was Elected 
Emperor after the death of Maximilian 
his Grandfather, he had for his Com- 

itor Francs I. King of France, who 

aving long deſign'd to add the Im- 
perial Crown to his own, had to that 
purpoſe form'd ſeveral Intreigues in 
Germany, While Maximilian was alive, 
and after his death, which was the 
reaſon of an Interregnum. In the mean 
while, ſeeing that Charles the V. got 
the better of Francs the I. becauſe he 
had the advantage of labouring more 
diligently under-hand in the El:&crat 
Golkape, than his Competitor, by rea- 
fon: 


' 


' 
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ſon that the Emperor was born in Ger- 
many, ind Francis was a Forreigner, 
which chiefly {wayed with the Electors 
not to give him their Suttrages. This 
begat a Quarrel : and the War cot> 
tinu'd between theſe two potent Mo- 
narchs, till at length, it being the Fate 
of Francis to be always unforrunate 
when he had to do wich Charles the V. 
he was taken Priſoner at the Battel of 
Pavia, in the Year 1525, and not re- 
leas'd, but upon Conditions very dif- 
advantageous to France , as you may 
very well imagine. The King never 
took any 'Soveraign Prince Priſoner ; 
and you muft allow, that tho Charles 
the *'V. had never had but that ſingle 
Honour in his Life, he would have 
been always lookt upon as munch more 
fortunate than Lews the Great, not- 
withſtanding all his Conqueſts ſince 
his Advancement to the Throne. To- 
which we may add, That tho Lewes 
the XIV. in the ſeveral Wars which 
he has made, had taken any King Pri- 
foner,he could not have thereby gain'd 
any great Honour ; for that all the 
World knows, that the Princes, with 


wham he has hitherto had any thing 
(Q, 
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to do, excepting Hilliamthe IIL are not 
to be compared with Francs the I 
who without all contradiction, was 
the moſt couragious Prince of his 
Age. 

But Francs the I. was not the only 
Prince that fell into 'the hands of 
Charles the V. For- Chment the VN. 
ſome time after, had the ſame Fate. 
That Pope had made a League with 
France, the Republics of Venice and 
Florence, and the Cantons of Switzer- 
land, to expel the Spaniards out of 1ta- 
Jy ; who at that time beſieged Duke 
Sforza, in the Caſtle of Milan. And 
Charles the V. as good a Catholick as 
he was, tobs reveng'd of his Holineſs, 
having ſent an Army into Ialy, under 
the Command of the Duke of _ Bour- 
bon, beſieged Rome, took. it, and ſackt 
it, and conſtrain'd the Pope to. ſhut 
himſelf up in the Caſtle of St. Angelo, 


- with all his Cardinals; and after he 


had paid for his Ranſome about For 
or Fifty thouſand Crowns in Gold, 
was glad to make a Peace wich the 
Emperor, in the Year 1529, by the 
Marriage of Alexander de Medici, his 
Nephew, wich Margaret , the natural 
Daughter 


(41) 

Daughter of Charles, You muſt ac- 
knowledge, Sir, that the King had 
never theſe Advantages over my Pope, 
tho he has had many Quarrels' with 
the Court of Rome. 

The Enterprize of Gigers, in the 
Year 1664, and his Bombing of Ar- 
giers , were nothing in compariſon 
with what-Charles the V. did, the lame 
Year that he came to an Accommo- 
dation with the Pope. He drove S0- 
Iyman the Magnificent from before Vien- 
na, and ſome Years after croſſed over 
into Africa,with an;Army of above hfty 
thouſand Men , took ' ſtrong Fort 
of Gouletta, and reſtored Muley Haſſen 
to his Kingdom of Tunis. Whereas the 
Enterprize of Gigeri prov'd unfortunate 
and diſgraceful tro Lewis the XIV. and 
by his Bombing of Argiers, he did no 
more then only a little incommode the 
Barbarians, who never much trouble 
themſelves for the iois of their forry 
Houſes ; and were o far from ſubmit- 
ting themſelves, that they grew more 
inſolent in their Afﬀronts to France, 
than they were before. 

Laſtly, Sir, That Emperour took 
Priloners Fohn Frederick , Eleor of 


Saxony, 
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Saxony, and Philip, Landgrave of Heſs: 
he deſpoil'd the Dukes of MHirtemberg 
and Cleves of their Territories , and 
form'd a great number of other Ex- 

loics of on ſame nature in Gon; 

e was Emperor, and King of Spai 
at the ſame = The Limes of Pi 
Empire extended even to the New 
World : He poſſeſsd the Seventeen 
Provinces entire: He was Maſter of 
Burgundy, Franche Conte, and Alſatia : 
He had an abſolute Power over the 
Princes of Germany and aly : He had 
made an Accommodation with the 
Proteſtants. He had marry'd his Son 
Philip the Il. with Mary of England. 
And becauſe he would not be expos'd 
to the good Fortune of Henry the IT, 
who ſucceeded his Father Francis the I, 
he made a Truce with him for Five 
Years. 

Nevertheleſs, in the midſt of the 
greateit Security that a Monarch could 
enjoy , he reſign'd both his Empire 
and all his other Dominions. Now, 
Sir, compare the Conquelts and Suc- 
celles of this great Monarch, with 
thoſe of your Father ; but above all, 
conlider him in his voluntary Retire- 
ment, 
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ment, and compare that Condition of 
his with the preſent Condition of your 
Father. You muſt agree, that Lewis 
the XIV. is much inferiour to Charles 
the V. and that he has more reaſon, 
by a great deal,to reſign his Soveraign- 
ty, and that it would be a laſting 
Honour to him to imitate the: Pru- 
dence of a Prince ſo much his Supe- 
riour. 

Tho the King be the proudeſ? 
Prince inthe World, there area great 
number of Courtiers about him, who 
flatter him, That how powerful ſoever 
his Enemies may bs, yet he is much 
more puiſlant than they ; and that he 
ſhall ruin them at 1aft, the they ſhould 
not deſtroy one another by their own 
Miſunderſtandings. Nevertheleſs, I 
am perſwaded, that if he would but 
ſerioufly conficer the Reaſons and Ex- 
amples which I hays laid before him, 
they would very much ſtagger his Re- 
ſolutions. The greateſt Pride in the 
World will ftoop, when unavoidable 
Dangers ftares ir in the Face. And 
therefore let him bs the proudeſt 
Prince in Europe, it bzhoves him to 
conſider Events, and examine _ 

ro- 
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Propoſals as are made him, to pre- 
vent thoſe Accidents that may fully 
his Reputation in the Opinion of Po- 
ſtericy. | $ 

- Never believe, Sir, that the King 
will take it ill at your hands, if you 
propoſe him a way to preſerve his Do- 
minions and his Crown, and ſave his 
People, of whom he is the Father: 
He will hearken to ye, never doubt 
it: And perhaps it may fo fall out, 
that opening his Eyes to your Remon- 
ſtrances, 'and-ſhutting his Ears to the 
flattering Stories of hisCourtiers,” who 
have: extoll'd Him «for | thoſe things, 
which he knows | will one day be a 
Blot to his Hiſtory, he will reſolve to 
reſign the Soveraignty into your hands, 
for fear of hazarding the loſs of it, and 
ſecing it under the Power of his Ene- 
mies. 

If the King loves you, as I make 
no queſtion but he does, your Intereſt 
alone will move him, tho his own Glo- 
ry, and the Safety of his People were 
not able to prevail with him. He will 
conſider that his Misfortunes will be 
yours, and that the ſame Fate will be- 


fal him, as befel our firſt Parent, 
who 
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who envelopp'd in his own Miſery 
all that deſcended from his Loyns. 

_ I know that Men at this day diftin- 
guiſh between the Monarchy of Lewis 
the XIV. and- the Crown of France ; 
that is, between the . Uſlurpations of 
France, and the Ancient Patrimony of 
the Crown. I know that Hifforians 
moſt incens'd againſt the King, at the 
ſame time that they 'animate all the 
Princes and States of Europe todeſtroy 
the Monarchy, exhort 'em not to 
meddle with the Crown. But who 
knows, whether rhe Confederates will 
underſtand this Diſtin&ion, when they 
get the Maſtery ; or if they did un- 
derſtand ic , whither they would fol- 
low their Directions. 

Never flatter yourſelf, Sir, Policy 
is not govern'd by the Maxims of Chri- 
ſtianity ; and this you find to be 
Truth at home. Beſides, there are 
certain Occaſions when the Rights of 
War - require that all ſhould be taken 
from the Ulurper, and that the Child, 
tho Innocent, ſhould bear the Iniqui- 
ty. of his Father. 

\ This one Argument will ſway with 
the King. He will net run the "_ 
O 
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of ſeeing you vagabonding from one 
Court to another to beg, like a poor 
Wretch , a ſmall Penſion for Subſfiſt- 
ance. He will leave you the Maſter 
of a Crown, which he has worn but 
too long, and will pu himſelf among 
the Fathers of Mownt Carmel, in imita- 
tion of one of his Miſtreſſes, the beſt 
beloved of 'em all, who now lives re 
tired after ſuch a godly and devout 
marmer, that all good People make n6 
| queſtion, but that her Illuftrious Pe 
nitence will one day crown her with 
a Saintſhp. 


The Second Diſcourſe. 
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they ſee themlelves expos'd ; it ma 
happen that Lewis the XIV. mnonics 
ted with the Proſperity which has hi- 
therto attended him 5 wrapt up wich 
the vaſt number of his Conquetts, and 
puffe up with his numerous Armies ; 
may perhaps take little care eicher of 
his own , or your Honour, nor the 
good of his Soul, meerly in hopes to 
die upon the Throne. There are 
_ who: hazard all, not only be- 
cauſe they are naturally inclin'd to be- 
lieve that they are above all Misfor- 
tune, but becauſe they are ſo weak as 


- to ſuffer themſelves to be confirm'd in 


their Deluſions by Flattery. This is 


the true Character of Lew1ss the Great. , 


He believes that Fortune is a Goddeſs 
that is obligd always to court him z 
and that the Sun by which he uſually 
repreſents himſelf in ordinary Impreſſes, 
is not like the natural Sun, that many 
times is Ecclips'd ; and that becauſe his 
Flatterers never ceaſle to tell him, That 
he is as much above al! other Kings, as 
other Princes are above their People, 
which makes him deſpiſe the Kings of 
Poland and England ; tor theſe Realons 
I fay, he be eves himſelf to be more 

Valiant 
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Valiant and Couragious than either of 
thoſe Hero's, who have ſignaliz'd 
themſelves by ſo many renowned Ex- 
ploits. 

I am perſwaded alſo, Sir, that the 
King believes himſelf to be the juſteſt 
of all the Monarchs in the World, and 
looks upon the Confederates as Uſur- 
Pers, that would wreſt his Patrimony 

rom him. 

But in regard we are naturally in- 
clin'd to believe what is moſt for 
our advantage, what is it you would 
have the King to believe 2 His Flat- 
terers perſwade him, That he has ta- 
ken Alleria by force of Arms, in a law: 
ful War, and that he is become the 
true Poſſeſſor of it by ſeveral Treaties: 
That Chriftina Regent of Savoy, fur- 
render'd P:gnerol into his hands; to ſa- 
tisfie for the exceſſive Expences he had 
been at in defending her againſt the 
Spaniards, and her Brother's-in-Law : 

hat he was conſtrain'd by Reaſon of 
State to make himſelf Maſter of Orange, 
and to demoliſh the Caſtle and Walls; 
. : his Conſcience not permitting him to | 
ſuffer a Place to ſtand in the heart of Þ 
his Kingdom, which might afford any 

Refuge 
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Refuge to the Hereticks : That he en- 
joys Lorrain by a ſolemn Treaty con- 
cluded at Pars with Duke Charles, in 
the Year 1660 : That Dunkirk was 
yielded up to him the ſame Year, by 
Charles the II. : That he ſeiz'd upon 
Franche Conte, at a time when he was 
in War with Spain, and that afterwards 
the poſleflion was confirmed to him 
by the Peace of Nimeghen : That all 
the Places which he took in Flanders 
are but a ſmall part of the lawful pre- 
tenſions of his Queen : That Straf 
burgh was urrender'd into his hands 
by the Magiſtrates of the City, for 
Reaſons alledg'd at Munſter, and re- 
peated at Nimeghen : That Caſal was 
given up to him the ſame day, with- 
Four any Violence offer'd : [That the 
City of Luxemburgh belong'd to him, 
as a Dependency of the Country 
Ewhich had been granted to him by the 
ÞTreaties of Peace ; That the taking of 
BAwvignon was jult, becauſe it was to 
mortifie a Pope who had treated him 
Wike a younger Brother , who is the 
ldeſt Son of the Church : That he 
never invaded the Palatinate, till he 
[ound they took no Notice of the Pre- 
D tenſions 
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tenſions of his Siſter-in-Law : That he 
had never taken Ph1ilip-burgh, but be- 
cauſe the Emperor broke his Word in 
not reſtoring it to the Biſhop ol Spier: 
as he was engag'd to do. And laſtly, 
If he has burnt ſo many Cities and 
Towns, and waſted all before him 
with Fire and Sword , it was only to 
unheard of Hoſtilities, to incline the 


German Princes to Peace. All thele | 
things are told him, and he believes 


them, becauſe the Deluſions are plea- 
ſing and advantageous to him. 
There is one thing neverthelel; 


which ought to unſeal his Eyes, which | 
is, that the ſame Flatterers, who would | 


make him to be lookt upon as a juſt 
Prince, are the ſame Perſons who 
have ſo often told him, He was the 
moſt Godly and Pious of Princes, at 
the ſame time that he moſt abandon'd 
himſelf to Debauchery ; and that 


there never was any King in the} 


French Monarchy , that ever had a 
juſter Right to the Title of Moſt Chri- 
{tian King, tho at the ſame time he 
wag'd War againſt St. Peter, and vio- 
lated the moſt Sacred Laws which 
Chriſtianity preaches to us ; and _ 
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he made a League wich an Infidel 
Prince to cxtirminate the Chriſtians. 

A clear-ſighted Prince would pive 
little ear to ſuch abſurd and groſs Pa- 
negyrick- Mongers. But Kings are 
weak, in this point ; as are the great- 
eſt part of Men, and more eſpecially 
| Lews the XIV. Labour therefore to 
diſlabuſe him : There is no other Ob- 
| ſtacle in your way. 

So long as the King believes himſelf 
Potent ; ſo long as he flatters himſelf, 
That there is not any Prince in the 
{ World that can equal him in Worth 

and Merit. So long as he is fully, 
perſwaded , that all his Uſurpations 
are lawtul Conqueſts, and that his 
Rapines are juſt , he will never quit 
the Throne, till Death conſtrains 
him to a Reſignation. But if he could 
once ſee that his Forces are impar'd, 
that he 1s not the oaly Hero of this 
| Age; but that he has contaminated 
both his Life and his Reign, wich an 
infinite nuraber of unjuſt Actions, and 
by Hoſtilicties, of whict: a Mabometan 
Prince would have been aſham'd, he 
may then recolle& himſelf, and reiign 
to you a Scepter, which he is no longer 
fit to weild. D z [ 
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I know very well ic is the Maxim 
of ſome Men, That to wndeceive a Man |} 
biaſſed by Prejudice, uz to do him as ill a || 
Turn, as that which was done to the A+ 5 
thenian Fool, who was made believe, that | 
all the Veſſels which arrru'd in that Port | 
—_ to him. But you muſt do him | 
this bad Office, ſince you cannot do " 
him a better. Tell him. the Story of |; 
Darixs, who was deſpoil'd of all his 
Dominions by Alexander, tho he were ' 
the greateſt Prince that ever govern'd & 
Perſia. That of the Emperor Valeri 
an, of whole back the Parthian Sapor 
made uſe for a Block to get up a Horſe | 
back. Tell him that of Tomambey, } 
Soldan of egypt, who after he had | 
been dragg'd along upon the ground, | 
at the Tail of an old Camel, was hang'd Þ 
upon the next Tree. Mind him of | 
Baiaxzet, Emperor of the Turks, who | 
was by Tamberlane King of the Tartar: 
ſhut up, and carri'd about in a Iron | 
Cage, where after he had liv'd above 
ewenty Years, not having any other 
means to end his Life, he was forc'd 
to knock out his Brains againſt the Bars | 
of the Cage. Make him underſtand 
that it concerns his Honour, his ou 
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and your Intereft, and the Intereſt of 


& his Kingdom, for him to abandon 
= willingly a Dignity, which it would 


be diſhonourable for to relinquiſh by 


f 


force; and that there is no Victory 
like vanquiſhing himſelf, And if at- 
ter all that you can do, he will not 
be diſabus'd, nor willingly reſign to 
you hisR oyal Authority, I muſt then 
tell ye in down-right terms, you muſt 
make uſe of force, and take your 
meaſures ſo well, that you may afcend 
the Throne, after you have declared 
him unfit for Government. 

Upon this occaſion, Sir, you muit 


* appear a Hero, and throw aſide al: 
| your mortal Imbecillities Upon this 
' occaſion it is, that you mult call to 


mind, that there are certain Circum- 
ſtances which may juſtifie a Son's de- 
throning of his own Father, without 
a Crime ; nay, which will make it 

criminal not to take that courſe. * 
Forget for a litcle time, your rela» 
tion to your Father, that you may re- 
member your relation to France. Caſt 
off thoſe Tenderneſles of a Child that 
will oppoſe your Deſign. *Tisa feeble 
Soul that will liſten tro Nature upon 
D 3 luch, 
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fuch occaſions. What ! is there not the 
Ruin of a Nation ; the Deſtruction of 
one of the faireſt and moſt flouriſhing 
Kingdoms in the World ; an Enemy 
waſting all before him 3; an Enemy 
Triumphant and Victorious! a Throne 
ranvers'd ; a Royal Family diſpers'd ' 
All theſe "things, do they not croud 
betore your Eyes ? And are not the 
dreadful Apparitions of ſuch dire Ca- 
lamicies enough to move ye, anu make 
you in a moment forget that you are 
the Son of Lewis the XIV. 

When the Saviour of the World 
faid, chat we ought to hate Father and 
Mother tor the love of him ; and chat 
he that does it not, deſerves not to be 
call'd his Dilciple 5 Does he not reach 
us In - Cxpreis Terms that the love 
which we ought to have for thoſe that 
gave us being, 1s one of thoſe Duties 
which may be ſometimes diſpens« 
with? And that there are certain 
* Occaſions, and certain Neceflities 
wherein Religion and Conſcience 0- 
blige us to uſe our Parents no better 
than Pagans or Publicans. Now up- 
on what occalion, I beleech ye, can 
you more advantageouſly put in pra- 

ctice 
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ice this Precepr of Chriſt, then wheit 
the Safety of a Nation lies at ſtake, 
and thac you fee it viſibly upon the 
brink of Perdition, 

Had you no other then Chimerical 
Reaſons, like chat ſame Emutyphron in 
Plato, who ſues his Father, tor having 
ſuffer'd one of his Slaves to dio at thy 
bottom of a Dungeon, who hag kiil'! 
another, you mighe look upon Lows 
the XIV, as a Sacred Perion, as thy 
Anointed of the Lord, as a Saint, 
whom ic were not lawful for you fo 
much as to touch, But the Reaſons 
you have to the contrary are ellzntial 
Reaſons, ſince you crnnot uſe him as 
Fathers are uſually treated, unlels you 
run the hazard of loling a Kingdom, 
which looks upon you 1n its Miſeries, 
as her only Redeemer, and that you 
cannot without committing a great 
Crime, refuſe to defend her, fince it 
15 1n your Power to do it. 

Should you ſuffer Nature to work; 
I muſt confeſs your rendernels would 
appear praile-worthy,and would be the 
Subject of many Elogies, which the 
Prieſts would beſtow upon yee : But 
how Cruel would ic be! how unjuſt ! 
D 4 how 
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how unſealonable! Is it not better that ® 
one ſhould periſh, then that a whok þ 
Kingdom ſhould be deſtroyed ? Never Þ 
i1cſtrace then, but let Lews be the Vi- © 
&tim. .*Tis only by the meansof ſuch * 
an Oblation, that you can Attone ſo 
many Princes, who have conſpired a- 
_ gainit ſrance, He is the Jonas that 

m11{t be thrown Overboard,if yon will : 
ailwage the Tempeſt,and ſtop the Fu- ' 
ry of the Thunder juſt ready to fall up- 
on your Head. 

Tupiter laid Saturn in Chains, and 
yet he was numbred among the Gods, 
nay look't upon as the chiefeſt , and 
Parent of all the Reſt,notwithſtanding 
he was ſo ſevere and harſh to him that 
gave him Being. You know what the 
Poets ſay of him. They tell yee that 
Saturn devour'd his own Children, and 
that it was for that Reaſon that his Son 
re{olv'd to load him with Chains, not 
being able otherwiſe to put a ſtop to 
the brutiſh Fury of ſuch an unnatural 
Father. The Morals of theſe Fables 
itarther inſtru you, that Saturn was a 
Prince that raigned among the Babylo- 
rians, that he became a Tyrant, and 
to tay kis immoderate Expences,he 


had 
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had ruin'd his People, and that his Sor 
dethron'd him, not being able to ſtop 
the Career of his Tyranny. 

This Example, you ſee;is as ancient 
as the Deluge. *Tis true that Nature in 
thoſe remote Apes, as well as now, 
taught us that common Precept, Honour 
thy Father and thy Mother. But that was 
no Hindrance, but that at the ſame 
time ſhe inculcated into Children,that 
there were extraordinary Occaſjons 
which juſtified the diſpenſing with that 
Precept ; and ſhews us that a Father , 
who is a Tyrant, is not to be lookt up- 
on as a Father, but as a furious Lion , 
who ought to be chained up by his 
Son. In a word, Nature inſpires us to 
extirpate Tyranny, and that he who 
has a right to do ir, ovght not to be 
ftupified or quelled with the Relation 
which he may have to the "Tyrant. 
'This is a L aw in all Countries, and a 
Sanction in all Ages. 

| Read the Eaſtern Hiſtories,and you 
will there find a great number of Prin- 
ces, whoſe Deltinics were like to that 
of Mahomet the Fourth, dethron'd in 
our days. 

But what need we ſearch for Exam- 

Ds ples 


(58) 
ples of this Nature among the Infidels, F 
when we may find ſo many among 
the Chriſtians. Surely, Sir, you need | 
but caſt your Eyes upon the Hiſtories 


of England and Denmark, of Poland and | 


Swedeland, which are full of Examples | 
of Princes dethron'd. | 

The Emperour Maurice, who by the 3 
Report of St. Gregory, was ſozealous to * 
detend the Catholick Faith, and to | 
whom Eutichers of ConFtantmople, and 
Abbot Theedore, had fortetold by Inſpi- 
ration from Heaven, his Advancement 
to the Empire, yet forgot himſelf to | 
that degree, that he commanded that 
no Souldier ſhould turn Monk, till he 
had ſerv'd out his full time in the Wars. | 
And to this Injuſtice, he added an A- 
varice ſo ſordid, as rendred him odi- 
ous'to all the Army. For having one 
day refuſed to redeem certain Souldi- 
ers that had been taken in Bacttel, tho' 
the Ranſom offered were very incon- 
ſiderable, the Officers and Souldiers by 
joynt Conſent elected in his room Pyo- 
cas, tho" no more than a private Cen- 
turion. Which Phocas purſued and 
took, and put him to death upon a 
publick Scaffold , after he had kill'd 
tour of bis Sons. Thy 
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The Emperour Henry - the IV. to 
whom 2il the Hiſtorians give the Cha- 
rater of a Heroick Prince,and who to 
omit thoſe other nobl= Qualities that 
enrich'd his Mind , had been perſonal- 
ly in above ſixty Battels, nevertheleſs 
had an infinite number of Faults, which 
coſt him the loſs of the Empire. For 
in histime, as well you know it was, 
that the famous quarrel bzgan between 
the Popes and the Emperours. Alexan- 
der the II. hag cited him to Rome to 
give an accompt of his looſe Lite, and 
tor his felling the Inveſtitures of Bi- 
ſhops, which he pretended to be his 
Right ; but the Emperour derided his 
Circation, Gregory the VII. who ſuc- 
ceeded Alexander, enraged at Henry the 
Fourch's Conctem2t of the Holy See,and 
being willing to lay hold upon any 
Prerence, treated him with ſo much 
{corn upon the occaſion of Inveſticures, 
that the Emperour, who was no leſs 
| haughty, obſerv'd no Meaſures with 
the Pope. He leagu'd himſelf with all 
his Enemies, and thereby drew upon 
himſelf an Excommunication, which 
was the cauſe of all his Misfortunes.” Tis 
erue, that he in liks manner Excom- 
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municated the Pope in an Aſſembly of 
the Biſhops and all the Eccleſiaſtical 
Princes of the Empire. But Herr ne- 
vertheleſs, in a ſhort time after,was re- 
duced to that extremity , that ſeeing 
that moſt of the Princes of Germany and 
Iraly had taken \rms againſt him, at 
the ſollicitation of Gregory, he relolv'd 
to £0 a Penitent to Rome , to gake off 
his Excommunication, whichin truth 
che Pope did, but in fuch a ſcornful 
manner, that all the Princes and States 
of Italy murmur at it. For Henry be- 
ing arrived at Canoſſa, where the Pope 
lay, they let him enter the firſt Gate, 
having there encloſed him all alone, 
while they that attended him werelett 
without, he was given to underſtand 
that there was no Remiſlion to be had, 
unleſs he faſted three days together,un- 
leſs he ſtood every one of thoſe days 
till the evening, in the Snow, upon his 
bare feet, and after that Penance im- 
plored the Pope's Pardon for his Fault : 

all which was puntually performed. 
This Prince, who never expected ſo 
ſevere an Entertainment, incens'd at his 
own folly that had conſtrain'd him. to 
be reduc'd to a necellity ſo violent , 
jpyned 
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joyned in Opinion with the Princes and 
States of 7aly,who lookt upon the Pope's 
pride, as a thing of dangerons Conſe- 
quence , and declared himſelf ortce 
more an Enemy to the Pope. But che 
Iſſue proved unſucceſsful. For Gregory 
by his ſecret Intrigues, having brought 
over all the Princes to his fide, he was 
deprived of his Imperial Dignity , and 
Rodolphus, Duke of Suabia, was elefted 
in his room, and Crown'd at Mayence 
in the Year 1077. 

The Emperour on the other ſide,de- 
clared War againſt Rodolphus,and foil'd 
him ſeveral times ; but in regard the 
Biſhops, who had elected the latter, 
were obliged to ſupport him, they ad- 
viſed the Popeto Excommunicate Hen- 
ry a ſecond time ; which he did : and 
then it was that Rodelphus received the 
Crown from the Hands of Gregory with: 
theſe words: 

Petra dedit Petro, Petrus Diadema Rodolphoy 

From Petra Peter firſt rectiv'd bis Name, 

Perer to Ralph conſigns the Diademe. 

The Emperour on the other ſide,ha- 
ving aſſembled a Councel of ſeveral 
Biſhops, both of I:aly and Germany,and 
preſiding himſelf in the Aſlembly, = 
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his Predeceſfors had done, Gregory the F 
VIL was there depoſed , and Gberr, | 
Archbiſhop of Ravenna,who call d him- | 
ſelf Clement the IIT. was choſen in his F 
room. But ſoon after Rodelpbhus was Þ 
wounded in a Battel which he fought, F 
and dyed of his wounds. He was in- | 
terred with great Pomp, and upon his 
Tomb wasengrav'd a Crown, with all | 
the other Imperial Ornaments ; which | 
gave occaſion to Henry to lay, That be | 
wiſh'd all bis Enemies enterr'd as magnifi- 
cently as Rodolphus. 

Henry being rid of his Rival,prepared 
for a Voyage into Italy,where he made 
himſelf Maſter of Rome,where he cau- 
ſed the Pope and himſelf to be crown'd 
with all the uſual Ceremonies. 

Nevertheleſs, in regard this War be- 
eween Henry and the Apoſtolick See had 
troubled all Germany , and that all che 
P:inces were obiigd to take part with 
the Head of the Church,all the World 
leagu'd chemlclves againit the Emper- 
our, and principally his ewo Sons Con- 
rade and Henry, who entred 1nto a De- 
ſign to Depole him , to the end they 
might reitore Peace to Germany, and at 
the lame time rid the Holy Se8 of one 
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of the moſt implacable Enemies that e- 
ver the Popes had. 

In a word, Henry the Son took him 
Priſoner, and having ſummon'd an A(- 
ſembly of the Princes to Mayence, and 
the Pope's Legates,who were there pre- 
ſent, having read over the two Excom- 
munications that had been thundred 
out againſt the Emperour, the Aſſem- 
bly with one Conſentdepos'd him from 
the Imperial Dignity, and proclaim'd 
his Son Henry. After which the Arch- 
biſhops of Mayence and Cologne,wich the 
Biſhop of Wertembergh,were deputedto 
carry the News to Henry the Fourth , 
and to bring away the Imperial Orna- 
ments, 

Henry urg'd many ſtrong Reaſons , 
and did his utmoſt ro oppoſe this De- 
lign ; but the Biſhops by violence took 
away the Crown which they had put 
upon his Head, and by force dilrob'd 
him of the Imperial Mantle , and re- 
turning to Mayence, delivered them to 
the new Emperour: Nor could Henry 
the IV. be ever again reſtored. 

Wenceſteus Emperour and King of Bc- 
hemia, at the Age of ſeventeen years, 
took upon him the Goyernment of the 

Empire 
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Empire and Kingdom of Bobemia , but 
he brought along with him ſuch vici- 
ous Conditions, that worſe could not 
be. He kept his Reſidence at Prague , 
the Capital City of Boheramia, and fol. 
lowing the example of Charles his Fa- 


cher, he ſold what was to be fold of | 


the Rightsof the Empire, and commitr- 
ted a number of other Milſcarriages , 
which were the. occaſion of a Civil 
War in Germany, which proved fatal to 
ſeveral Princes. 

- Beſides, one great piece of Negli- 
gence which —_— committed in 
the management of his Afﬀairs, he was 
addicted to ſo much Debauchery of all 
ſorts, that he was contemn'd by all his 
Subjedts. More elpecially he drew up- 
on himſelf their hatred by his exceſlive 
Impoſitions which he laid upon them, 
and by the unheard of Cruelties which 
he exerciſed upon their Perſons , to 
which he had habituated himſelf in 
ſuch a manner, that he made no ſcru- 
pte to cut off the Heads of Magiltrates 
of Pxague, without any Legal Trial, 

he great Lords of Bohemia ſeein 

theſe Diſorders of their King ho 
from day to day, thought it but necel- 
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ſary to put a ſtop to them, and by the 
conſent of Sigiſmund the King's Bro- 
ther, they confin'd him in a cloſe Pri- 
ſon, from whence he found a way 
to eſcape, about four Months after. 
He was afterward taken and retaken 
ſeveral times, till at length having 
made his laſt Eſcape,he got to Prague, 
and by the Afliſtance of iome Lords 
that were his Friends , he re-aſſumed 
his Royal Authority, wich promiſe to 
lead a more regular Life for the fu- 
ture, 

Nevertheleſs, he took no more care 
of the Afﬀairs of the Empire than he 
did before.He ſold the Seignioral Rights 
of ſeveral Lands, and the Title of D. 
of Milan, without the Conſent or 
Knowledge of the Eleors and other 
Princes. So that the Princes perceiv- 
ing all the ways he could to diſmem- 
ber the Empire to ſupply his fordid A- 
varice, and this at a time that the 
Wicklewians began to divide it,and that 
the Vitorious Turks prevailed over 
the Chriſtians every day ; Theſe Prin- 
ces, I ſay after long forbearances, judg- 
ing that it concern the Publick Safe- 


ty, todelay no longer the electing an 
| Em: 


(66) 


Emperour capable to reſtore the Peace 
of the Empire, and ſupport the Impe- 
rial Dignity, by the Advice of Pope 
Boniface, declared Wenceſlaus uncapable 
to Govern, and Depoled him- 

This Senrance of Depoſal was pub- 
liſhed the Twentieth of Auguſt, 1400, 
Frederick Dake of Lunenburgh and 
Brunſwick was in Nomination , but he 
dying within a few days, Robert , fir- 
named the Little, was elected in his 
room. 

Winceſlaus ſcemed to be inſenſible of 
his being depoſed ; and ic is reported 
that he ſhould ſay, That be was over- 
Joy'd to be diſcharg*d of the Burthen of the 
Empire, in hopes that he might the better 
apply himſelf to the Government of his 
Kingdom. And indeed for Nineteen 
years that he reigned afterward In Bo- 
hemia, his Subjects found his Conduct 
infinitely much more rational than ic 
had been before. And thus you lee, Sir, 
that the Depoſing a Prince may ſome- 
times prove a meritorious Work , at 
which the Angels themſelves rejoyce. 
For in ſhort, not only a whole Eſtate 
1s thereby preſerved, but you contri- 
bute to the Salyation ofa reprobate and 
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ungracious Prince, who is thereby 
ſnarch'd, as I may ſay, from the jaws 
of Hell, to be tranſlated into Para- 
diſe, and made a Veſlel of Election. 

Fathers are oblig'd, according to 
the Maxims of the Goſpel, to watch 
over the Salvation of their Children; 
and the Scripture ſays, That he who neg- 
lets the care of bu Family, 1s worſe than 
an Infidel. On the other ſide, Children 
are no leſs oblig'd, in reſpect of thoſe 
that gave them Being. They ought 
to be the Fathers of their Fathers, and 
are oblig'd to labour their Salvation , 
when they ſee them in the Road to 
Perdition. They are reſponſible for 
their Souls, when they may contribute 
to their Salvation and do not do it. 
Would you, Sir, acquire the Name of 
Piors ? fave a Father, who like Wence- 
/lans, has endeavoured lo long time the 
Ruin of his Kingdom. Save a Father, 
whole Life, like that of MWenceſlans, 
has been but one continued Wolt of 
Cruelties and Debaucheries. Laſtly, 
Sir, ſave a Father, who has been guilty 
of a thouſand more Miſcarriages than 
ever that cffteminate Prince. 


Were 
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Were it poſſible to fave him by Fa- 
ſtings, by Mortifications, by Sacrifices, 
it behoves you to ſpare for nothing of 
that Nature. You ought to make Vows 
to all che Saints, ro make an Intereſt 
in the Queen of Heaven by Devotions 
extraordinary, gird your (elf with 
Sack-cloth, and go in Pilgrimages 
roind about the World in ſearch of 
ſome prevailing Relique yet unknown. 
But alas! you would jn vain condemn 
your fleſh to ſuch a ſort of Martyr- 
dom. Ambition, Breach of Faith, 
Luxury, Cruelty, and all other Vices 
of this Nature, ſo predominant in your 
Father, are a fort of Devils not to be 
expelled by Faſtings nor Prayers. Y ou 
muſt tear the Crown from his Head 
You muſt ranverſe his Throne 3 You 
muſt ſeize upon his Scepter. Wence- 
ſlaus had been always Wenceſlaus, had 
he been always Emperour. Have you 
leſs affe&ion for Lewis the XIV. than 
the Subiedts of Wenceſlaws had for a Sar- 
danapalus? For a Prince that was ſo 
unworthy to ſit upon the Throne of 
the Cſars ? No, Sir, you love the King 
too well, not to furniſh him with the 
means of his Converſion. You mult 
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deprive him of that Soveraignty which 
he has ſc long abus'd to the great pre- 
' jadice of all his Kingdom. You muſt 
deſpoil him of that Royal Dignity, 
| which is fo great an Obſtacle of his 
| Salvation, You muſt ſhut him up in 

a R—— where he may attend 
the work of his Mortification, in imi- 
* tation of ſo many Saints, who have 
voluntarily confin'd themſelves to dif- 
' entangle themſelves from the ſnares of 
' the World, and gain Paradiſe. Orif 
| , it be a Crown he ſo much wants, you 
' may procure him one more honoura- 
' ble than any Celeftial Diadem; for 

who ſhall hinder you? For who will 
hinder you from adorning him with 
| a ſhaven Crown? 

Lewis the XIV.would not be the firſt 
King that has been depos'd in France. 
Childeric, who was the third King af- 
ter Pharamond, having at the ſame mo- 
ment that he aſcended the Throne, 
abuſed his Royal Authority, was de- 
| graded. The French could not endure 
that a young King, not content to 
load them with Taxes, ſhould Com- 
mandtheir Wives and Daughters from 
them. Therefore they ed to- 
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gether with a Reſolution to oppoſe his 
Tyranny ; and after they had declard 
him unworthy to wield the Scepter, 
they elected in his room, Egidizs, or 
Giles, who commanded for the Romans 
in Gaul, and reſided at Sorſſons. Ch1l- 
deric (ubmitted to his Depoſal, and 
lived in the Kingdom like a private 
perſon ; but perceiving there was ſome 
Deſign againſt his Lite, he fled for 
Sanctuary to King Baſmn in Turing ia, 
from whence he was recalled ſome 
time after, and reſtored to his Throne, 
Egidins being expelied tor his Opprel- 
ſions. 

Thierry King of Neuſtria and Bur- 
gundy, after he had raigned ſomewhat 
more than a year, was ſhaved and 
ſent to the Monaſtery of Sr. Dennis, 
where he remained , till Ch:/deric 1I. 
who was advanced in his room, was 
put to death by his own Subjects for 
his Cruelties and Debaucheries, and 
then was again fetched out of theAbby, 
to reaſſlume the Government, from 
which he had been depoſed. 

Childeric III. called the Madman, 
who was the laſt King of the firſt 
Race, taſted of the ſame Deftiny with 

Childeric 
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Childeric I. and Thierry. For in regard 
he was a Prince incapable to hold the 
Reins of Government by realon of his 
folly and ſtupidity, Pepim allembled a 
Parliament, that would have preſently 
conferred the Title of King upon him, 
but that they were forced to have re- 
courſe to the Pope to abſolve them 
from their Oath of Allegiance. 

The Pope at that time was Zachary ; 
to whom Burchard Biſhop of Bourges 
was ſent; who repreſented to his Ho- 
lineſs the ſad Condition of France, 
the diſpoſition of the French, and the 
incapacity of the King, who imme- 
diately granted him a Diſpenſation as 
was deſired. 

Which being brought from Rome, 
the French aſſembled another Parlia- 
ment at Soi//ons, where they depoſed 
Childeric, and elected Pepin in his place, 
Boniface, Arch-Biſhop of Mayence, was 
preſent at that Aſſembly, with ſeveral 
other Biſhops ;3 and by the ſame De- 
cree which depoſed Childeric, he was 
firſt condemned to be ſhaved, and af- 
terwards confin'd to the Abby of Sr. 
Bertin near St, Omers, from whence he 
was remoyed to the Monaſtery of S:. 

Hemeran 
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Hemeran at Ratisbone, where he dyed 
a Monk. 

Pepin II. having rendred himſelf 
odious to his Kingdom, by his Oppreſ- 
ſions, Injuſtice, and Debauchery, the 
Lords of Aquitain called in Charles the 
Bald his Uncle, who was received at 
Limoges with all the Expreſſions of Joy 
im le, and by all the Lords at- 
tended to the Siege of Tholoſe, which 
he took by Compoſition. Neverthe- 
leſs Charles, | as unjuſt as naturally he 
was, made a ſcruple of dethroning 
his Nephew, which occaſioned a Re- 
conciliation between them. After 
which; Pepin by his ill Management 
provoked the Aquitains to that degree, 
that they ſeized upon him, and deli- 
vered him to Charles his Uncle, who 
cauſed him to be ſhaved, and then 
ſhut him up in the Monaſtery of Sr. 
Medard at Soiſſons. True it is, he found 
a way to eſcape, and ſculk'd about 
for ſome time, and not knowing what 
Courſe to take, at length caſt himſelf 
upon the Normans, which only ſerv'd 
to make him more odious and con- 

ptible than he was before. So that 
bn retaken, his own Subjets look- 
ng 
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ing upon him» asa Traytor to this Coun-; 
try and to Chriſtendom, condemned. 
him to death; however they fav'd his 
Life, and pean'd/ him up in; the ſtrong 
Caſtle of: St. Lu. 

Charles the Grof,, who was Emperour 
and King of France, both at a time, a 
moſt; proſperous -Prince at the Begin-- 
ning of his Reign , became at length 
the moſt unfortunate of Men. He was 
at firſt ador'd by the People, for .the 
great and glorious Atchievements that 
had ſfignaliz'd his Proweſs. He ex- 
pelld out of Italy ; the Searaſims that 
threatned Rowe. Afcer chat, he raiſed 
a great Army to oppoſe che Excurſions 
of the Normans. But in regard that 
Princes are not always proſperous, and 
tor that he found a greater Reſiſtance 
than he did in a/y,he was overthrown 
in one Battel ; upon which, | fearing 
doubtleſs, che event of a ſecond, he 
concluded a'Peace with the Enemy,b 
which he yielded tco'rhemthe rofleſl 
on of Normandy and Frieflund. 

This Conocefhon diſguited the French, 
as well for that Charles had-no Right 
or Authority to make it without their 
Content, as becauſe by quitting thoſe 
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twoProvinces tothe Normans, ' he had 
diſmembred the ' Royal! Patrimony | 
which'could not be alienated by the 
Conſticutions of che | Kingdom." © 

One would have thought that the 
Neceflity to which Charles was redu- 
ced, might have m ſome meaſure ex-- 
cuſed him. | But being from that time! 
lookt upon as a Prince very imperiots, 
and more then that, as a Prince un- 
grateful, for contemning and ill treat- 
ing a people, that had ſo much contri- 
buted to his Advancement to the 
Throne, the French conceived ſo great 
an Averſion againſt him as would ad- 
mit of no Reconciliation. 

Some ſay that Charles had always a 
crackt Brain, ever ſince a ſuppoſal of 
his, that he had been the Devil, who 
put a thouſand whims in his Head 
touching the Empreſs his Wife, Which 
cauſed him to be guilty of a thouſand 
Impertinencies. So that after he had 
committed a number of Extravagan- 
Cies in an Aſſembly at Tribur, the ma- 
nifeft effects of a raving Brain, all his 
German and Bavarian Subjets aban- 
doned him, by the Advice of hisown 
vifter Hildegard, to ele in his room 

| Arnold, 


Þ 
C75 ) a 
| 4rnold, the Natural Son of his Brother. 
; FThe Lorrainers allo and Suabians fol- 
; lowed the example of the Germans and 
. | Bawarians ; and the French calld in 
Eudes, Count of Pars , and Duke of 
France, who had nominated in the laſt 
14 of Lews the Stammerer. So that 
Charles was all of a ſuddain left alone, 
{without ſo much as a Lacquey to 
"Herve him, or any thingto fubſf upon, 
like Belizarins the General of Fuſtini- 
an's Armies. Only Luirper Archbiſhop 
of Mayence, took pity of him; he re» 
liev'd him for ſome time, till atlengty 
Arnold, at the ſolicitation of the ſaid 
Biſhop, having allow'd the Revenue of 
wo or three pitiful Villages,which he 
made choice of for his Retirement , 
where he ended his days after a-very 
Tragical manner, being ſtrangled by 
the People that attended on him, if we 
may give credit to Hiſtory. 

Charles the Simple, being recalled out 
of England, whither Adelaida his Mo» 
ther had carried him, to avoid the Fu- 
3 Fry of Lews and Carleman, the Natural 
1 FSons of Lewis the Stammerer , was 
Nycrown'd at Rheims in the Year 892. 
mand acknowledged by the French. 
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Charles began his Reign, with a Peace 
concluded with the Normans, after he 
had got the better of them in ſeveral 
Conflicts. He ſeized upon almoſt all 
Lorrain ; but he diſpoſed fo indiſcreet- 
ly of theGovernment,that thoſe whom 
he entruſted made themſelves Maſters 
of it. : Beſides, he was a young Prince, 
of weak parts, and led b his Favou- 
Tites that abſolutely poſſetſed his Ears. 
v0 that his ill management of the Af. 
fairs of the Kingdom ſo highly incens'd 
the Lords of the Kingdom, that being 
aſſembled at Siſons, they expell'd him 
his Dominions;and reduc'd him to ſuch 
extremity, that he was conſtrain'd to 
retire for Relief to Fou/que Archbiſhop 
of Rheims, who had chiefly laboured 
his Admittance to the Crown ; who 
maintain'd him at his own Charges , 
_ his other Revenues beingtaken from 
im. 

In the mean time , Robert Count of 
Pars, Brother of Exdes , and Grand: 
facher by the Father's ſide to Hugh Ca- 
pet, cauſed himſelf to be crowned at 
St. Rheny by Rheimes. Thereupon 
Charles betook himſelf to Hemry the II 
who promiſed to aflift him. But uy 
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fore the Emperor's Succors arriv'd, Ro- 
bert was at the Head of a great Army, 
and gave Charles Battel near Sorſſons, 
wherein he was ſlain ; and ſome ſay 
that Charles the Simple ran him through 
with his Lance. However it were , 
Charles made fo ill uſe of his Advan- 
tage, that his Enemies gain'd time to 
oppole againſt him Raoul of Burgundy. 

| Nevertheleſs, Charles's Army 1ncrea- 
ſed, and certain it is, that Raoul at firſt 
bzgan to fear him. But the weak King, 
whcn he ſhould have hazarded all to 
have made himſelf King by force of 
Arms, made Suit for a Peace, which 
was his ruin. For Herbert , Count of 
Vermandos, Son in Law to Robert, ha- 
ving drawn him to St. Quintins, under 
pretence of conſulting about the Peace, 
there ſeiz'd upon him, and ſent him to 
Caſtle Thierry, from whence being 
brought to Soiſſons, where at the ſame 
time the principal Lords of. the King- 
dom were aſlembled, he was ſolemnly 
Depoſed, and Raoul as ſolemnly ele&- 
ed in his room. Charles was removed 
from Priſon to Priſon, and dyed aiter 
he had reigned thirty years from his 


Coronation to his Impriſonment. 
E 3 The 
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The Exclugon of Charks Duke of 
Lorrain, after the Extintion of the 
ſecond Race by the Death of Lews the 
V. was a real Depoſal ; as you muſt 
allow,Sir,if you mark well che Hiſtory. 

Charles was the Son of Lews the 
IV. Brother to Luhbairr, and Uncle to 
Lewis the V. Now che Throne being 
void by the Death of the laſt King, by 
the Law of che Land, the Crown ap- 
parently belonged to the Duke of Lor- 
rain, being the firſt Prince of the Royal 
Blood. Nevertheleſs you know,Sir, t 
Hagb Capet the Son of Hugh the Great, 
Maſter of the Palace,andCount of Pars, 
was eſtabliſht King,&Cbarles excluded. 

Certain it is,that the General Eſtates 
of France had reaſon ſufficient to ex- 
clude the Duke of Lorrain ; for beſides 
that, the Crown of France was not 
then properly ſucceſhve, the young 
Duke did all he could ro make him- 
lelt unworthy of the Dignity. 

For firſt, he attended the Emperour 
Ocho the IT. to be by him invelted in 
the Dutchy of Lorrain; and did him 
Homage tor it, inſtead of holding it 
11 Soveraignty,as be might have done. 
V, hich the French could not but look 


upon 
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upon as a Cowardly ARion,by which 
in a manner he Tteftigned his Pretenſt- 
07s to the Crown of France. More- 
over, afrer he was Duke of Lorratn, 
he declared againſt France,' and ſided 
with the Germans that had withdrawn 
themſelves from their Obzdience tothe 
French Monarchy. 

Theſe ewo Conſiderations were C- 
nough to render the Duke fuſpeacd to 
France, andl conſequently to make 
him be lookt upon as unworthy of che 
Soveraign Government. But that 
which more eſpecially alienated the 
Minds of the French from him , an«l 
made them contemn and hate Charles, 
was his ill Condu&, his Cruelties and 
Tyranny. For tho' the Lorramers 
were not his Natural Subjects, he cea- 
ted not to opprels and load them with 
Taxes to {upport the Expences of his 
Prodigality. 

S9 chat when the Vacancy fcll , the 
Finch made no ſcruple, to exclude him 
the Kingdom. For in all Exigencizs 
of this Nature, the People, or thoſe 
that repreſent them, having not only a 
Right to limit, reſtrain, and order che 
Circumſtances of Succeflions as they 

E 4 ſhall 


( 80 ) 

ſhall jadge moſt proper ; but alſo to 
chooſe ſuch a King as they pleaſe 
themſelves, the States General afſlem- 
bled at Mayen to proceed according to 
the ancient Cuſtomes to the Ele&tion 
of a new Monarch, ſo ſoon as the 
Poſture of Afﬀairs would permit them. 
All the Perſons of - Note and Rank 
throughout the Kingdom there met ; 
and moſt certain it 15, Sir, that there 
was never ſeen in France an Aſſembly 
of that Nature ſo noble, nor ſo nume- 
rous. 

Charles was then in Germany, and in 
regard he could not chooſe how the 
French ſtood affeted toward him, he 
ſent his Ambaſſadors to the Aſſembly, 
who declared in their Maſter's Name, 
That if they caſt their Eyes upon ano- 
ther, and did not Ele& him, ſeeing he 
was the preſumptive Heir , and firſt 
Prince of che Blood, he would make 
them obey him, and chooſe him by 
torce. 


The States, no way pleaſed with 
this Harangue, nor minding the Duke's 
Threats, were about to have ſtopt his 
Ambaſſadors, in order to have made 


them pay for the raſhnels of their _ 
er. 
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ſter, But in regard they thought it 
not convenient to violate the Law of 
Nations, they thought it ſufficient to 
ſend him an Anſwer full of ſcorn and 
derifion, and at the ſame time by a 
ſolemn Sentence declar'd, That ſince 
Charles had ſhewn himſelf a Friend to 
the Enemies of France, that the French 
had renounc'd his Friendſhip ; and de- 
clar'd, that he had forfeited the bene- 
fic of the Law, as well for being the 
firſt that broke it, as for that they were 
not bound to acknowledge for King, 
the ſworn Enemy of their Country. 
And therefore, ſince their Oath oblig'd 
them to a King that was to be looke 
upon as the Father of his Country, to 
a juſt, prudent, mild, and moderate 
Prince, they proteſted their open re- 
nouncing him before God, with a ſafe 
Conſcience, and without any altera- 
tion of the Fundamental Law; and 
declai'd wichall, that their Intention 
was to chooſe a King that ſhould take 

care of the Repole of the Kingdom. 
This Declaration was deliverd to 
the Embaſladors, with a particular 
Command forthwith to depart the 
Kingdom; And the ſame day by an 
= 4 Authen- 


OD 

Authentic Edi ic was concluded, 
That ſince there was a necellity ro 
choole a King for the Preſervation of 
the Crown of France, and the Line 
being extinct by the death of Lews V. 
and the manifeſt Felony of Charles D. 
of Lorraize, they did fincerely Elect 
Hugh Capet for King, and promiſed to 
obey both him and his Poſtericy, as 
their Lawful Kings, according co the 
Laws of the Kingdom, as they were 
bound in Duty to God aad their own 
Conlciences. 

This Edit being publiſhed, Hugh 
was Crown'd at Reims. by the Arch- 
Biihop Adalberen; not one that were 
preſent at Noyon, or at Capet's Corona- 
tion making 'the leaſt Challenge in 
Charles's behalf, but on the contrary, 
ſubſcribing the Oath in Writing, as 
well as {wearing it by word of Mouth 
to Hugh Capet. 

Some ſay, that Lewis the V. be- 
queathed the Kingdom to Hugh by 
Will; others, that he lett it co his 
Wite by his laſt Teſtament, co ſur- 
render it back to Hugh, upon Condi- 
tion he ſhould Marry her: and o it 
was not by Choice, but by Will, _ 

[ 
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this firſt King of the third Race came 
to the Crown. But as Mezeras, who 
was one of the beſt Hiſtorians of his 
Age, obſerves, His ſtrongeſt Title was 
the general Con/ent of the People of France. 
For, vir, I would nor have you flacter 
your (elf to think otherwiſe; but that 
the People, as they have an Original 
Rignt to create the Kings that are to 


{ Govern them, ſo they have a Right 


to Depole and Exclude them from the 
Crown, when the Necefli:y and Re- 
pole of che-Kingdom require ir. 

[ contels, Sir, chat after the Reign 
of Hugh Capet, we do not find in our 
Hifrory any Example of Kings being 
depos'd. Bur would you know the 
Reaſon ? Beſides that this Third Race 
has had no ſuch flothful and- weak 
Princes as abound*d in the preceding 
Lines; the Kings of France are bzcome 
much more powertul ſince that, as ha- 
ving Ulurpt by degrees the Rights and 


| Priviledges of the People. Hugh Ca- 


per, who firſt found the ſecret how to 
win the hearts of the French, was the 
firſt that began to eclipſe the Righe of 
Ele&ion, by cauſing his Son Robert to 
be Crowned with the Conſent — the 
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Eſtates ofthe Kingdom:And it cameto 
Pal:, that afterwards his Succeſſor sin- 
ſenſibly ſer themſelves above the Laws, 
and now enjoy an unlimitted Power. 
Do you believe, Sir, that the Peo- 
ple of France are ſuch Fools, as not to 
erceive , that the Kings of France 
eign like Tyrants, and that their 
pubjets live like Slaves? They have 
complain'd of it a long time, they have 
bewail'd their Condition, they have 
murmured ; and it *©y have not freed 
themſelves as yet fi  *hat Soveraign 
and Deſpotic Power, hich makes 
their Monarchs Maſters of their Lives 
and Eſtates, *tis not becauſe they 
could not; for when an — 
has preſented it ſelf to ſhake off fo 

cruel a Yoke, there have been man 
Tumults and Infurre&tions, of which 
you have ſeen ſome in the Reign of 


Lewis the XIV. 
What think you 


* 4t Paris a Toll-ga- Ws 4.9” 
therer havi pwnd the * Malliot ms intend- 
ded Ly an Herb- ed to have done un- 
woman for a bunch of 
—— the Rabble gather'd tozether, at the 
cries of the Woman, went and beat down the Gates 
of the City- Magazine to Arm themſcl vcr, and there 
aving gotten three or four thouſand tron Hammers, 
they were called by the Name of Malliotins, or People 
that knockt down People with Hammers. der 
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der the Reign of Charles the VI. They 
would have (cized upon the Throne, 
and taken the Government into their 
own hands, to have freed themſelves 
from the heavy Taxes which the King 
had impaſed upon the Kingdom, and 
upon all the Pariſiens. Paris, Rouen, 
Troyes, Orleance, and ſeveral other Ci- 
ties took up Arms at the ſame time, in 
order to have broken their Chains. 
But Charles the VL. returning with a 
powerful Army out of Flanders, broke 
their Meaſures all of a ſudden. They 
were afraid to incur the ſame Fate 
with thoſe of the City of Gaunt,which 
the King had reduced, and put under 
the Power of Lewis de Marie their 
Count, after Philip D' Artevelle had 
engaged them in a Rebellion. The 
Pariſians no leſs Proud, but not ſo 
Couragious as thole of Gaunt, march'd 
forth above 30000 ſtrong to meet 
Charles in the Plain of St. Dennis, maa- 
king a ſhew as if they would have 
fought the King.But a ſort of Pannick 
Terror falling upon them, they durſt 
not enterprize any thing. 

That abominable Maxim, That a 
Tyrant and a Heretical Prince _ 
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be Aſſaſlinated, which has been too 
often practiſed in France, ſince the Je- 
ſuits grew numerous, is a convincing 
Argument that our People are under 
BonGage, and that they are ill fatis- 
fied with the Government. For if 
they had in their hands the power 
which they had Originally, that is, 
were they powerful enough to Depole 
a Prince that oppreſles and devours 
them, chat forces from them their 
Wives and Daughters, that overwhelms 
them with Taxes and Contributions, 
that puts them to death unjultly, ei- 
ther for matters in Religion, or for 
Opinions which theChurch condemns, 
they would never have been provoked 
to dye their hands in the Blood of the 
Lord's Anointed: The Church would 
never have had the fad occaſion to 
ſee the moſt Sacred of her Maxims 
violated, That ſhe abbors the Eff uſion of 
Blood. But whact ſhall we do, Sir ? This 
is the fruit of Tyranny and Arbitrary 
Power. "The Peoples hands are ty'd ; 
they cannot do what Lawfully they 
might ; they diſcharge themſelves of 
their ſins by committing Crimes; and 
this ought to make all the Kings in 
the 
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the World tremble, that puſh on their 

Power too far. For in ſhort, there 

are Villains, Mad-men, and Jeſuits in 

every corner. 

I believe alſo, we might find ſeveral 
Kings that have ſeen themſelves upon 
the very brink of being depriv'd of 
their Crowns: but I ithall mention 
onely Henry the * Henry the III. bein 
NI. tor I have that gore co Beſroge Paris wit 

. . : an rm 40000 Men, 
Prince in view —_ fours, A Fn » whoſe 
becauſe he was Name was Jacob Cle- 

*11 * incut. /tabb'a him at St. 
killd by a* Monk Os with Knife, 
n the lower part of the Belly, while he was Reading 
certain Letters, which the Ank delivered him, to a- 
muſe h.m. The King dy'd next day of che Wound. 


Henry, who had already ſignaliz'd 
himſelt in ſeveral extraordinary Acti- 
ons, was eleQed King of Poland, after 
the Death of Sigi/mund Auguſts, and 
was Crowned at Cracovia. 

But underſtanding the Death of 
Charles IX. his Brother, he withdrew 
himſelf ſecretly out of Poland, and 
was Crown'd King of France; at what 
time he found the Kingdom divided 
by the Factions of the Huguenots. 
Which Factions ſoon after dividing in- 
to three bulky Parties , the GU 
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between them was calld, The War 
of the Three Henry: That of the 
League, under the Conduct of Hermry 
Dake of Guiſe ; that of the Hugonots, 
headed by Henry King of Nawvarr ; and 
King Henry's Party, which were called 
we Politicks, and was always the wea- 
kelt. 

The King of Nawar laid no preſent 
claim to the Crown, only deſired to 
preſerve the Succeflion in the right 
Channel, if the Branch of Yalois ſhould 
happen to fail. And he had reaſon 
for what he did ; in regard that after 
the Death of the Duke of Anjou, Pope 
Sixtws the V. had declar'd him incapa- 
ble to enjoy it , as alſo the Prince of 
Conde, becauſe they were both Here 
ticks, But it was not ſo with the Duke 
of Guiſe : for in regard he was Duke 
of Lorrain, and that the Excluſion of 
of his Line by the Capers, ſtill ſtuck in 
his ſtomach, he aſpir'd to the Crown. 
And it was no fault of his, that Henry 
had not been depos'd ſeveral times ; 
but all his Arts fail'd him. He had 
taken the King's ſide, that he might 
the becter play his part, and ſecure the 
Crown to himſelt, And indeed, i 

the 
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the very time that he ſeem'd to ſerve 
him moſt faithfully,and that he fought 
the Religionanes, in a Council held ac 
Rome, ( for that Court ſtill favourd 
his Deſigns) they did not ſtick to ſay, 
© That th6 the Race of the Capers had 
* ſucceeded to the Temporal Admini- 
* ſtration of the Kingdom of Cbharle- 
* maign, it had no Right of Succefſi- 
© on to the Apoſtolick BenediQion, 
* affected and coveted by the Poſterity 
* of that great Prince. On the other 
* fide, that as Hugh Caper by uſurping 
© Charles's Crown, had uſurp'd the Be- 
* nediction 3 he had: th drawn 
* upon himlelf, and his Succeffors, a 
* perpetual Maledi&ion, which had 
* render'd his Poſterity refractory and 
* diſobedient to the Church ; as being 
* introduc'd to ruin that damnable Er- 
* ror call'd by the French, The Liberty of 
* the Gallican Church, To which they 
added in concluſion, © That if the 
* Duke of Guiſe, could but arrive at 
© his end, which was to extirminate 
© the Hereticks, he might by the 
* Warrant and Permiflion of his Holi- 
* nels, ſhut up the King and Queen, in 
* a Monaſtery, as Pepin his Predeceſlor 
© had lery'd Childeric. And 


And ſo far was the Party of the 
League from expe&ing leſs, that they 
averrd it Kea They call'd the 
King, The Doubtful King of Fiance and 
the Imaginary King of Poland. One 
day theſe Verſes were found writ 


* This was a Brother- 
hood of White Penitents, 


Inſtituted by Hen. 3. Of 


which Fraternity the 
greateſt part of his Fa- 
wvourites were.This Prince 


ten with a Coal 
inthe Chappel of 
the Blanes Battus, 
in the * Auguſtines 
of Paris. 


had given himſelf over 
ro ſuch a ridiculous ſort of Bigottry, that he would 
ſometimes run about the Streets of Paris all Night 
in Proceſſion. 


The Bones of the poor Saints deceas'd 
In a Burgundian Croſs bere ſhows, 
Declare that all thy Prayers are ceaſt, 
And thou thy ſelf ſhalt loſe thy Crown, 
One of his Engravers having finiſhed 
the Quadrant of the Sun-Dial in the 
Palace, and having put over head theſe 


words ; 
Who gave thee Two 

Before,aTriple-Crown ſhall give thee now. 
Two days after, over the Door of a 
Shop near the Sun-Dial, this Anſwer 

was writ : 
The Third ſhall ſo be given bim, as 

be the Second held before. 

Which gave occaſion to the following 
Diſtich : Who 
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Iiho gave thee Two, took One away, 
tbe other ſhakes, 
The Third with Razor keen, the nim- 
ble Barber makes. 

And over the Mottoof the Empreſs, 
which the King always bore, Manes 
ultima Czlo, were added theſe Verſes : 

The heavy Pains for all thy Perjuries 

Attend thee laſt of all above the Skies. 

For God all Breakers of their Word con 

remns, 

And low depreſt to utmoſt Hell condemns. 

Heaven owns thee not, no Crown can 

Tyrants claim ; 

Unleſi at laft a ſhaven Crown with 

ſhame. 

Even the very Preachers in their 
Pulpits publickly talked the ſame Trea- 
ſons. But this was not all; for to fa- 
Cilitate the Deſign which they had 
projected of encloſing himin a Cloyſfer, 
ſome were for ſeizing him while he 
made his Nocturnal Proceflions; ſome 
while he was Maſquerading, which was * 
a ſport very common with him. Eight 
days before the famous Batrel of the 
Barricado's, Madam de Mentpenſier ha- 
ving given a Dinner to four or five 
Curiaſſers, in a Houle in the Country, 
wichour 
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without St. Anthony's Gate, as the King 
was returning home with only tour or 
five TAO, ard two Gentlemen, 
thoſe Cuiraftiers were to have ſeiz'd 
and run away with him ; and then it 
wasto be given out, that the Hugenes 
had taken nim. And you well know, 
Sir, that the Eſtates of Blois were al- 
ſembled to no other purpoſe, but that 
the King might fall the more eaſily 
into the Hands of the Duke of Guize ; 
and Madam de Monpenſier carried the 
Sciſſars at her Girdle , that were to 
have cut off his Hair , in order to the 
making his Crown. Bur the King 
Being informed of this Enterprize, 
caus'd the Duke, and the Cardinal his 
Brother to be both murderd. And ic 
was well it came into his mind ; for 
without that expedient , he had been 
in great danger ot dying a Prieſt. 

I need not tell you what had 
like to have happen'd to Lews the 
XIV. himſelf,in the time of the Prince's 
War, it being a thing which you 
know ſo well. The Prince of Conde 
was going to overturn the Throne, 
and if he prov'd unſuccelsful, the King 
may thank the Religionaries , who 
would never forlake him, Know 
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Know you, Sir, what would have 
happen'd had the Duke of Gurze, and 
the Prince of Conde attain'd their ends ? 
They would have cauſed themſelves : 
to be crown'd Kings; and they would 
have received Embailadors from all 
parts , to congratulate their Reſtaura- 
tion to the Thrones of their Anceſtors, 
The Pope himſelf has ſent a Nizncio to 
make them Partakers of the- Apoſtolic 
Benedittion, and to abſolve the Subjeas 
of Henry and Lewis, from their Oaths 
of Fidelity and Allegiance. And all 
the reſt of the Chriſtian Princes would 
not have fail'd co ſay, That Henry had 
drawn upon himſelf all his Mistor- 
tunes, by his Leagues, by his Tyran- 
nies, by his inſane Biggottries, by his 
blind dotage upon his Minions, and 
that Lewis the XIV. as much a God 
as they lookt upon him to be, ought 
to be deem'd no other, than the Son 
of Mazarine, or ſome other Stellion of 
the Queen's. 

Bur as for the Duke of Guiſe; and 
the Prince of Conde, they would have 
been accompted real Princes ; they 
would: have been acknowledg'd for 
lawful Princes, ſo ſoon as ____ 

en 
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been inveſted wich the Regal Autho- 


rity, tho it had been never fo illegal- 


ly uſurp'd. They had made Alliances 
with them as France did with Crom- 
well, after he had put to Death the 
King of England : And as ſhe after- 
wards did with the King of Portugal, 
and the preſent Grand Seignor , tho 
they dethron'd their Brothers. 
Thoſe Princes, in a word, had been 
lookt upon as you look upon Hugh Ca- 
pet ; and all Exrope would have the 
lame Veneration for you, were you 
in poſſeflion of the Throne, after you 
had depos'd a Prince, whois eſteem'd 
the Plague and Scourge of Mankind, 
as it was ſaid of Artila, 

Either you muſt ſay, Sir, that all the 
Depoſed Kings which I have reckoned 
up, was depoſed unjuſtly,and by Con- 
ſequence that Hugh Capet ulurp'd the 
Crown of France, which you will be 
very wary how.you acknowledge , for 
it is too much your own concern z or 
elſe you muſt grant that a Prince may 

etimes depoſed , when there is 
a lawful Occaſion. I have ſhewed you 
already, that it is for the Preſervation 
of France; that it is to keep the Crown 


upon 
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upon your own Head j and that it is 
for the ſalvation .of the King's Soul. 
Are not thele Arguments ſufficiently 
prevalent ? But I will go farther ; [, 
will prove that never any Prince de- 
ſerv'd to be pull'd by Head and Shoul- 
ders from his- Throne, as Lews the 
XIV. 


The Third Diſcourſe. 


SIR, 


Here are ſome Politicians who 
maintain, That King's are above 

the Law ; that as they may diſannul 
the Laws, fo they may violate them at 
their pleaſure, without any fear of be- 
ing call'd to an Account for lo doing, 
In a word, that their Soveraignty and 
their Power is nothing elſe but a Uni- 
wverſal Impunity. So that according to 
this Maxim, a King can never injure 
his Subjects, let him uſe them never 
ſo barbarouſly ; and that Subjedts are 
always unjuſt, if they take up Arms a- 
gainſt 
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gainſt their King ; nay,if they ſo much. 
as murmurat their Qppreſhion,, . 


David, according to theſe Morals, 


might lye with Bazhſheba, and never, 
Fear being call'd to an account, and 
ſend her Husband to be ſlaughter'd,and 


the People never take it in dugigean. 


Theſe are the Prerogatives of Sove- 
raigns, with which the People have 
nothing to do. They alſo farther ob- 
ſerve, That when the holy Propherdid 
Penance for his two Crimes of Adul- 
tery and Homicide,that he never ask'd 
Pardon, either of Bathſheba or Uriah, 
nor of his People , but acknowledges 
only that he had ſin'd againſt God, A- 
gainſt thee only have I ſinned. They pre- 
tend alſo that St. Jerome, St. Ambroſe , 
and ſome other Fathers of the Church 
are of their Opinion. But I am not 
bound to believe *em for all that ; che 
Fathers are not infallible Authors ; a 
man might make a: long Catalogue of 
the Errors of thoſe Holy Doors; and 
let the Fathers ſay.what they pleale, 'Tis 
not the Church that. ſpeaks. :- ,_ 

If T would turn Divine, I could un- 
fold to you in what ſenſe David. ex- 
preiles himſelf after that :manner. , 1 


could 
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could inform you that the Holy Pro- 
phet was well ſatisfied that he had ſin'd 
 Lagainſt Barbſhebs, in Cauſing her to 
commic Adultery , one of the fouleſt 
Crimes wich which a Woman can de- 
file herſelf; that he had fin'd againſt 
Uriab, by having diſhonoured him in 
raviſhingaway his Wife,and afterwards 
cauſing him to be murder'd. Laſtly, 
that he had ſin'd againſt his People , 
whom he had ſcandalized by his own 
example. Burt that he had all this 
while more heinouſly offended God 
by cranſgrefling his Holy Law ; having 
thereby given an occaſion to the uncir- 
cumciſed Nations to blalpheme his 
Divinity: and in regard that God was 
without queſtion, more conſiderable, 
than either Bathſheba or Uriah, or his 
People, he could not but expreſs him- 
ſelf to God as he did, Againff Thee on- 
ly have I ſinned : toſhew by that Con- 
feflion, that it was God with whom 
he was principally*concern'd; and that 
it was of him that he was chiefly to 
beg Pardon; and that it was trom him 
one that he could obtain it, ſince he 
alone could only forgive him, and re- 
ſtore Peace to his Soul, and Tratiquili- 
ty to his Conſcience. EF I 
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I could tell you moreover; that men 
may in ſome/meaſure make amends 
for Tranſgreſſions committed againſt 
their Neighbour, but not for Oftences 
committed againſt their Creator. It 
one man have committed an offence a» 
gainſt another , a Reconciliation may bet 
made ; but if a man have ſmned againſt 


God, who ſhall be bus 'Fudge ? So that 
David had great reaſon to ſay, He had 
ſinned againſt God only. 


I might ſay in the third place, That 


tho* the Prophet was willing to ob- 
ſervethat tho” he were abſolv'd by men; 
that tho* his People had forgiven him; 
that tho' no body could reproach him 


for the Murder and Adultery which] 


he had committed ; that 'tho' to flat: 
ter him, and allay his Grief, his Cour- 
tiers might endeavour to excuſe his 
Crimes , nevertheleſs that he did not 
believe himſelf to be really Abſolved , 
unleſs God himſelf pardoned him, and 
therefore it was that he addreſſes him- 
ſelf only to him. 

Laſtly, I might ſay, with ſeveral of 
the ancient Writers, that tho' that Da- 
vid had offended men, nevertheleſs he 
lookt upon himſelf as not having other- 
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I wiſe offended them, then as God was 
{the only Witneſs of his Crimes. For, 
JSir, you muſt not think that David de- 
| bauch'd Uriab's Wife in the ſight of all 
the People. A wile Pringe may ſome- 
I times forget him, but he always takes 
| care of being publickly obſerved. He 
| knows that the Milſcarriages of a Prince 
| are like the Eccliples of the Sun ; that 
{| they come to the knowledge of all the 
4 World, and therefore he hides himſelf 
in a Cloud, when he gives himſelf o- 
| ver to his pleaſure; we muſt not judge 
of the Condu@t of a King of J«dab by 
that of Lews the XLV. 

But I need not ſo many Arguments, 
I am perſwaded ,' Sir, that this ſame 
Maxim, that gives ſo much liberty to 
King's, without the fear of Controul , 
cannot but offend you ; and indeed , 
ic is your Intereſt to be offended at it, 
For otherwiſe the Bourbons would be the 
preateſt Uſurpers in Nature. For that 
then ir would be true that the People 
of France had no lawful Authority to 
exclude the Duke of . Lorrain from the 
SucceſMion, how undeſerving loever he 
might be. 

We muſt allow that the greateſt Po 
A T2 liticians: 
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licicians are not always to be followed; 
their Politicks are often Policicks of In. 
cereſt. Their principal Aim is co court 
thoſe Princes trom whom they expe& 
Rewards. On the other ſide, Princes 
are willing enoughto be flattered ; yet 
there is a Law that flows trom Nature, 
which they cannot violate wichout 
looſing the Quality of a King : and 
this Law is the Safety of the People. 
Kings are their Fathers and their Pa- 
ſtors, as the Ancients call them. And 
at the very ſame moment that they 
ceaſe to be Fathers, or become inca- 
pable of being ſo, the People ought to 
Depoſe them, and ele others in their 
rooms. A Tyrant, a Mad-man , a 
weak and ſimple Prince,are no way fit 
to govern a Kingdom. It Lews the 
XIV be guilty of any one of theſe De- 
feds, you muſt acknowledge, Sir, that 
he ought to be deprived of the Go- 
vernment. Now that he is guilty of 
them altogether, is no difficult thing to 
Prove. 

For as to the firſt Head , Sir, there 
needs no more but to take a view of 
his whole Life ever fince his Minority. 
For never any Prince exerciſed a more 

| tyrannick 
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G; tyrannick Power than he has done. His 


miraculous and unexpe&ed Birth gave 
occaſion to France to conceive thar 
Heaven, favourable to her prayers and 
wiſhes, had ſent her a Reſtorer. But 
ſhe has had the misfortune to find,that 
if Heaven gave her a King, it was in 
its Anger, The French (or Franks) have 
but lictle cauſe to flatter themſelves 
with bearing a Name that denotes 
their being a free people , when they 
are ſuch ſlaves, as we ſee them to be, 
under the Reign of their King Lews 
the XIV. For what rank or conditi- 
on of men is there in the Kingdom , 
that can brag of any priviledges? No, 
no; France 1s truly in Chains. 

I will not ſpeak of the Aboliſhing 
of the States + mcev?y in which Aſſem- 
blies our People had a Right to Depoſe 
| and Elect their Kingszo appoint them 
| Regents and Tutors ; to nominate and 
| recommend to the higheſt Truſts in the 
} Kingdom ; to enact Levies and Im- 
| policions of Taxes ; to make Laws, and 
| redreſs all Abuſes that were crept into 
| the Government. This was a Liberty 
which was wreſted from them br» Lew- 
# the XLIL.when Cardinal R:chlieu had 
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the ſole Government of that Monarch, 
For-it was the Policy of that Miniſter 
eo extinguiſh the very memory of the 
States General, if it were pollible, as 
being the only Obſtruction to abſolute 
Royal Authority. And in that he 
acted only tor the ſupport of his own 
Intereſt. For I had forgot to tell you, 
that: he aſpir'd to the Crown, and 
caus'd Lewis the. XL to be poylon'd 
with. a ſlowly-operating Poylon , if 
= may belive what ſome Writers do 
ay. 
_ "AER I do not abſolutely ac- 
cule that King, for having raviſh'd 
this Liberty from the People ; ſince it 
was properly the Maſter-piece of him 
that: reigned under the Reign of his 
Maſter, and ruled like a perte& Ty- 
rant. Nevertheleſs, I may truly ſay in 
this Caſe, That the King is not alto- 
gether exempt from Tyranny.- For if 
the Aſlembling of the States General be 
a Right and Priviledge due to the Peo- 
ple of France ; how comes it to pals, 
that being abſolute , he would never 
ſummon any of theſe Ailemblies? He 
was oblig'd, as a true King, to have re- 
turn'd all things intotheir proper Chan- 

nel, 
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nel, and to have reſtor'd to the Peo- 
ple the Franchiſes which had been u- - 
lurped from them in the preceding * 
Reign. For in ſhort, he that approves 
the Tyranny, 1s noleſs a Tyrant, than 
he that exerciles it. 

I muſt confeſs there were lubſticuted 
in the room of thele General States , 
thoſe things which you call Parliament -. 
Which at firſt indeed had ſome ſhadow 
of the Authority of the former. 

For at their firſt Inſtitution;they had 
power t2 judge the Peers and Grandees 
of the Kingdom: They gave the Oaths 
to ſuch as were advanc'd to Places of 
higheſt Truſt ; they had the power to 
verife the King's Edis, and to pre- 
vent their being in force, ,unleſs they 
were verified by them. In a word,they 
had power to withſtand the Will of 
the Prince, if his Will were unjuſt. 
But now theſe Courts have nothing of 
Soveraignty but the Ticle. The Mem- 
bers that compoſe them are a ſort of 
Illuſtrious Slaves, by nothing elſe di- 
{tinguiſhed by the commpn ſort, bue 
by their Purple. They blindly ſubmic 
to all that comes from the Court. And 
it there be any Men of Integrity, that 
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ſtand up at any time in reſiſtance of 


the Court, for the Liberty of the Peo- 
ple, they are cither put out of their 
laces, or ignominiouſly fent away to 
the farther end of ſome Province, 


where they are either condemned to, 


Death or perpetual Imprilonment, as 
Rebels and Refractories. 

Now the Grandees of the Kingdom 
acknowledge no other than the King, 
who Judges and Sentences them as he 
pleaſes by. his Commiſſioners. "They 
are {worn only by the King to their 
Allegiance, when they are preferr'd 
to any conſiderable Employment. And 
as for the Verification of the King's E- 
didts, that Priviledge. was altogether 
diſannulld in the Reign of Lewis 
the XIV. The Verifications at this 
day are meeily Notifications, as has 
been well obſerv'd by a great Enemy 
of the French Tyranny. Por all the 
King's Ieclarations and Edicts are on- 
ly Regiſtred in the Parliaments, meer- 
ly to give the Subjects notice what is 
the Will of the Prince. It they hap- 
pen to refuſe to Regiſter them, the 
King {ends them a new Command, 
and they muſt obey. Neither is it 

per- 
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permitted them under this King to 
make any Remonſtrances : which was 
a kind of ſhadow of Liberty, which, 
till of lace, was never taken from them. 
But ſhould they now Remonſtrate , it 
would be a Crime that Lews would 
never forgive them. 

Thele Soveraign Courts, which were 
the Ramparts of rhe People's Freedom, 
and oppoſed the King's Decrees, when 
they tound them to be unjuſt, tremble 
at the ſight of a ſingle Letter under the 
King's Signet, or an Order of an Inten- 
dant. Nay, the King has 1o far ad- 
vanc'd his Deſpotick Power , that a 
Parliament dares not put to Death a 
Criminal, for whom the Court has a- 
ny kindnel(s, nor pronounce innocent 
and honeſt Man, that is diſguſted at 
Court. We have cen of late, in the 
Caſe of the-Proteſtants and their Mem- 
bers, that Father la Chaiſe made allthe 
Decrees that were given ont againſt 
them : and'thole poor People fome- 
times adventured to make it out, that 
they were no way Guilty of the 
Crimes that were laid cotheir Charge. 
Nevertheleſs, they were condemned 


for all thar. And when they prov'd 
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before their Judges that their Sentences 
were unjuſt, and that their Judges ma- 
ny times ingeniouſly confeiled them 
ſo co be, yet. they as ingeniouſly ac- 
knowledged that they had an Order 
from above, which they durſt not difl- 
obey ; and that it was not inthe pow- 
er of the Parliaments, either to do , 
or nat to do Juſtice. So that the King 
has moſt exactly. executed the Cardi- 
nals Maxim to Lews the XIII That 
it was a Thing of great Importance to 
prevent his Officers of Juſtice from en- 
croaching upon the Royal Authority : 
In regard, that if he once gave them 
the Rains, he would never afterwards 
be able to reſtrain them wichin che Li- 
mits of their Duty. 

What are the Eſtates that aſſemble 
every yearin certain Provinces ? They 
conſiſt of Biſhops, Lords,and the May- 
ors and Sheriffs of the moſt conſidera- 
ble Cities , who are entirely at the 
King's Devotion ; and dare not ſtand 
up tor the Rights and- Priviledges of 
the People, for fear of being turned 
out, and debariſd for ever en- 
trance intoany of chole Grand Aſſem- 
blies. There they formerly wece wont 
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to debate, whether they ſhould make 
a Preſent to the King, or no; and theic 
Suffrages were free,” to vote according 
to the Dictatesof cheir own Conſcien- 
ces. When the Thing was concluded, 
'twas neceſſary the King ſhould be pre- 
ſent, and they agreed upon a Sum, 
which was call d a Free Gift , becaule 
thy were at liberty to grant, or not 
to grant it. Sometimes they were whole 
Weeks together before they could a- 
gree upon the Sum, which art length 
was aſcertained ; and it the People 
were not overcharged , yet the King 
was to reſt ſatisfied. Now the Face 
of things is quite altered. The Free 
Gift is a ferc'd Gift. The King demands 
what he pleaſes, and tho' the Sums be 
never ſo exc*{live, they muſt be grant- 
ed him. For who would willingly be 
banill'd, or incur the disfavour of a 
Pringe, who will not be contradicted, 
and puniſhes thoſe ſorts of Crimes, as 
if they were Treaſons or Conſpiracies 
againſt his Pecſon. If the Biſhops were 
now what they were in the times of the 
Apoltles, thy would laugh at the 
Court, and ſide wich th2ir Sheep that 
confided in them. Barrhzfe Shepherds 

are 
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are too Politick. to run the Ri/co of 
looſing their Rents : They are under 
the King's yoke, and they are always 
the chief Supports of Tyranny. 

The People in general are fo over- 
loaden with Taxes over all the Provin- 
cesof the Kingdom, they are ſo poor, 
. ſo miſerable, that the Condition to 
which they are reduced is the ſaubje&t 
of all Foreigners Pity. They compare 
thoſe afflited Peopleto the Subjedts of 
the Ottoman Princes, and wonder the 
| do not attempt to ſer themlelves at li- 
berty. In a word, they are overwhelm- 
ed with Taxes, loaden with an infinite 
number of Impoſts ; they are made to 
pay Free Gifts , and ſuch intollerable 

olls, that theſe Oppreilions of them- 
ſelves were enough to reduce them to 
utter Beggary. Butthis isnot all; they 
make them Jabour without any Salary 
in the publick Works, they force them 
to the Wars againſt their wills ; they 
ſet them to Guard the Frontiers , and 
quarter the Souldiers upon them in the 
Winter to compleat their Ruin. 

I know well that the Politicians 
agree, that if the People lived at their. 
eale, it would be impoſlible to hoop 
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them wichin the bounds of their Du- 
ty. They agree, that if they ſhould 
not be laden with Taxes and Subſidies, 
they would by little and little loſe the 
remembrance of their Condition, and 
think of nothing but withdrawing 
their Obedience from their Prince. 
And I know that ſome Princes have 
loſt their Dominions for not having 
Forces ſufficient in Pay, to preſerve 
themſelves, for fear of overcharging 
the People; and that (everal Subjecs 
have become the Slaves of their Ene- 
mics for deſiring too much Liberty 
under their Lawful Soveraign. So that 
the People are to be compared to Car- 
riage-Horlſes, which being accuſtomed 
to Burthens, are injur'd more by long 
Repole than by continual Travel ; and 
yet they are not to be over-loaded,but 
their Burthens muſt be proportionable 
to their ſtrength. There ought to be 
a Medium obſerved, and a ſtop to be 
made at ſuch a Poinr, beyond which 
it would be a great piece of Injuſtice 
to paſs, and no leſs to the prejudice 
of the Peoples Intereſt. But this is not 
the King's Maxim his Maxim is, to 
keep the People poor, and to this pur 
pO 


— 
—————————.. 


Aa>_ XC, wlll... 


4. re.” 


| (110) 

ſe he has ſo impoveriſhed, his Sub- 
jects that they are all B2ggars. 

There is no Kingdom in <3 World 
wherein there are ſo many great Ci- 
ties as in France : And the greateſt part 
of thele Villages enjoy'd an infinice 
number of Priviledges, which equall'd 
them to the Free Imperial Cicies of 
Germany. They had their Revenues 
which the King could not touch, 
They were exempt from Taxes 6f=all 
ſorts of Impoſts, except ſuch as they 
impos'd upon themſelves when Necef: 
ſity, when the welfare of the King- 
dom required it. And laltly, they 
were the Refug2 of the Peopls when 
they were Oppreſs'd. But theſe Cities 
have loſt all theic Priviledges. The 
King has ſeiz'd upon thz greateſt parc 
of their Revenues. If he exempts 
them from Tolls, he makes them pay 
ſuch exceflive Subhdies; that rhey ſink 
under the Burthen. And he has fo 
bridled them with Forts and Citadels, 
that there is now no longer any fſhel- 
ter againſt Tyranny, only when the 

r People are under Perſecution,they 


muſt-take the {ad choice of voluncrary 
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Baniſhment, and ſeeking for SanQua- 
ry in Foreign Kingdoms. 

How are they usd that have the 
Adminiſtration of the Grand Aﬀeairs ? 
- They are advanced to be deprels'd: 
And tho that generally they are en- 
rich'd in their Employments by the 
Gratifications which they receive from 
the King, in conſideration of their - 

Services, yet many times they 
are Accuſed for having robb'd the Ex- 
chequer: And whether it be true or 
falſe, 'their Eſtates are preſently con- 
filcated, and their Perſons rendred as 
miſerable, as they were opulent be- 
tore. 

I know very well, there are ſome 
Officers of the Finances, that grow 
Rich to the prejudice of Orphans and 
Widows, and to the prejudice of the 
King himſelf: And I grene, Sir, that 
when they are Legally convicted, they 
are treated like | eeches, which they 
rub with Sale to make them vomit 
back all the blood which they have 
\uckr, or Spunges thatare ſqueez'd, to 
return the Juyce which they have 
drain'd up. But the King makes no 
Dillintion. To be rich is lufficientto 
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be a Criminal ; or to be ſo thought at 
Court, is a Crime not to be pardoned. 

There muſt be a Reſtitution of what 
they have got, and ſometimes of what 
they never had ; and fo they muſt end 
their days , either in Exile , or in a 
Dungeon. 

It may be ſaid, and that truly too , 
that the King has deſpoil'd , and every 
day does deſpoyle an infinite number 
of honeſt People, when done him thoſe 
SErVICes which he ought never to for- 
get, tho' perhaps he might find: ſome 
defect in the Conduct of his Miniſters. 
But one of the principal Characters of 
a Tyrant is Ingratitude. And ic may 
be ſaid of Lews the XIV. what is u- 
ſually (aid of Fortune, That many times 
ſhe takes from her Minions the Favors 
which ſhe had before in plenty beſtow- 
ed upon them. 

I could produce many Examples 
upon this SubjeR,but I ſhall only men- 
tion that of Monſieur Fouquet. 

This ſame Superintendant of the 
Finances had a large and generous 

Soul, and had he been of any other 
Profeſſion than that ofthe Long Robe, 
bis noble Qualities would ow 
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been more viſible to the World. But 
Cardinal Mazari:s had conceiv'd an 
Averſion againſt him , for that being 
Advocate-General of the Parliament, 
he could not endure to hearthat Body, 
of which he had the Honour to be one 
po the principal Members, evil ſpoken 
of. 

He had told him however,that there 
were in the Parliament , Perſons that 
he could wiſh were not there. But 
this ſatisfaction being not large enough 
for an Italian that will reſent a ſmall 
Occaſion as long as the lives, therefore 
the Cardinal, who was very effemi- 
nate, and durſt not ſhew his diſguſt 
in his life time , upon his Death- 
told the King, that ſuch a Perſon liv'd 


upon the waſte of hisTrealure, but ap- 


propriated them alſo to his own Uſe ; 
that his Houſes exceeded molt of the 
King's Palaces, for beauty of- Structure, 
and magnificence of the Furniture : 
That he gave Penſions to ſeveral per- 
ſons at Court, which was a ſhrew'd 
ſign that he knew himſelf Guilty ; that 
he fortified Belle Ie, a place which he 
had purchas'd from the Houle of Gondy, 


a place adjoyning to the Territories ow 
ene 
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the Exgliſh,, with whom he: was afraid 
he held a. Correſpondence. That the 
only way-'to pluck up theſe Inconye- 
niences by the Root, was to ſecure ſo 
dangerons a Perſon: However , that 
the King ſhould be careful what he 
dd, while he was Advocate-General, 
tor that then the Parliament would be 
his Judges, and withour doubr acquit 
him; and chat he ſhould: rhe:efore {5 
order his buſineſs,that the Thing ſhould 
be put ir Execution before he had the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of ir. 

Thus went Cardinal Mazarine into 
the other World, a crue Italian to his 
laſt gaſp :. for a little before he ex- 
pired, he had embrac'd Monſieur Fou- 
quet, as one of his belt Friends : he 
had numbred up to him! a thouſand 
Kindneſſes, which the Superintendant 
had done him, inthe time of the Ci- 
vitWars, and thank'd him particularly 
lor the Fifty thouſand Crowns which 
he ſent him, at the time he was tor- 
ced to fly to Liege. 

However the King took no great 
heed of what the Cardinal told him. 
For indeed, what a likely thing it was 
Monſieur Fouquet ſhould hold private 

Corre- 
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Correſpondencies withthe Engliſh, who 
were then in a ſtri& Friendſhip wich 
France, and that he ſhould think '6f 
betraying his' Country , who was ad- 
vanc'd to one of the higheſt Places of 
Profit, to which one ol the Long Robe 
could aſpire. 

Nevertheleſs the King was convinc'd- 
that Monſieur ; Foxquer was very rich; ' 
and tor that reaſon; he determin'd his 
deſtruction, to the end he might ſeizs' 
upon his Eſtate, He kept this as a ſe- 
cret for ſome time; and when he 
declar'd his mind, *twas only to-Mon- 
ſieur Telker, whote Fidelity was well 
known-.to him, and to: Monſieur Col- 
bert , whom» the Cardinal upon- his 
Death-bed had recommended to him 
for his Chief Miniſter. | 

Theſe two Men , who were the 
Chief Miniſters of the King's Injuſtice, 
fail'd not to confirm him in his De- 
ſign ; bue wichal advis'd him, not to 
do any thing, till he had put Monſieur 
Fouquet, out of his place of Advocate 
General, or torce him to lay it down. 

Wanting therefore a pretence to en» 

e Monſieur Fouquet to anſwer their 
Deſires, Colbert 'infinuates into His 
head, 
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head , that having ſuch a tnultiplicity 
of Buſineſs at the Council, which in- 
deed lay all upon his ſhoulders, ſince 
the death of the Gardinal, he' would 
do well to quit his Afﬀairs in Parhia- 
ment , which ic was impoſiible for 
him to look after as he ought to do. 
And to lull him the more eaſily a-fleep, 
the King lookt upon him with a more 
Gracious Aſpe& than ever he had done 
before, So that Monſieur Fouquet fal- 
ling into the Snare, ſaught for a Mer- 
chant for his Employment, which be- 
ing the beſt that was in the Parliament, 
was contended for by all that had mo- 
ney enough to purchaſe it: and among 
the reſt, Monſieur de Foubet offer'd fix- 
teen hundred thouſand Livers. But 
Monſieur Fouquet chole rather to ſur- 
render it to Monſieur de Harlay, who 
was one of his Friends, tho he gave 
m_ Two hundred thouſand Franks 
c 

Thus he had no ſooner lid down 
his Employment, but the King caus'd 
him to be arreſted. And becaule they 
were afraid leaſt he ſhould find a way 
co juſtihe hiraſelf, in regard the Crimes 
_ alledg'd againſt him were only Chi- 
meri- 
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merical, they were not only conten- 
ted with hiring falſe Witneſſes toſwear 
dreadful things againſt him, but they 
took away from him all his Papers that 
could any way have fſerv'd him to ju- 
{tifie his Innocency. Nor was this all, 
for the King, who was reſolv'd to ru- 
ine him at any rate, employ'd Colbert, 
to pick and cull out of all the Parlia- 
ments, ſuch Judges as hethought were 
moſt devoted to his Service, to exa- 
mine Monſieur Fouquers Charge,and to 
Judge him. To which purpoſe they 
were promiſed Rewards,and the King 
thought himſelf ſo Cockſure of Mon- 
ſieur Foxquet's Death, that he had al- 
realy commanded his Horſe-Guard to 
be ready to attend him to Chartres. A 
Journey which he had premeditated, 
not out of Devotion, but to avoid the 
Imporcunities with which he foreſaw 
he ſhould be troubled in the behalf of 
that unfortunate Miniſter. For tho' 
Monſieur Fouguet were of no extraor- 
dinary or illuſtrious Deſcent, he had 
married one of his Daughters to the 
eldeſt Son of the Count of Charo#,and 
the King was afraid of that Ladies 
throwing herſelf at his Feet. 0 
Q 


—__— _r{[( 


( x18 ) 

- To be ſhort, the Commiſſioners 
met and examined the buſineſs. But 
while the King, who was booted: and 
ſpurr'd, and ready to take Horſe, ex- 
pected they ſhould bring hint News of 
the Priſoners being condemr'd, word 
was brought him, That the Judges 
had been more merciful. "Tis true, 
there were ſome that would have con- 
demn'd him to the Scaffold, according 
torthe King's Orders 3 but others op- 
posd 1o great a piece of Injuſtice; and 


ay prevail'd. 

mong the reſt, one of the Com- 
miffioners-who was a Counſellor in the 
Parliament of Aix , perceiving the 
greateſt part of the Judges rio way in- 
clin'd to do Monſieur Fouquer Juſtice, 
ſtood up and told them : He was ex- 
treamly ſurprizd ,” that there ſhould 
be Men ſo much prejudiced in" the 
Ghamber, -as to condemn a Man to 
Death , : without examining 'before- 
hand; whether their Sentence were 
juſt. or no; He ſhew'd them the weak- 
neſs of the Proofs to convince the Pri- 
ſoner:of Treaſon.  Fhat if his Papers 
had-not been taken from him'by His 
Enemies, ke might have fonnd a way 

per- 
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perhaps to have juſtified himſelf, asto 
that point. However it was certain, 
that he had «clear'd himſelf of the 
Charge of Bribery and Extortion, 
which they pretended he was guilty 
of: That he had made appear the 
Condition of his Eftate when he firſt 
entred' into the Miniſtry ; what he 
had with his Wife-, which was above 
a Million ; -what Penſiens had been 
beſtow'd- on him, and what other Ad- 
vantages he had had to get Money : 
Notwithſtanding all which, he had 
not only ſpent all, but was above two 
Millions in debt. So that they could 
not make him a Criminal becauſe of 
his great Expences , fince he had an 
Eftate to ſpend without doing any 
wrong to his Majeſty ; and beſides, 
that it appear*'d, that he-was ruin'd in 
his Majeſties'Service. 

Thegreateſt part of the Commiſlio- 
ners wonder*d-not ſo much at the free- 
dom and boldneſs which the Counſel- 
lor us'd in his Speech, but that he 
durft oppoſe the King's pleaſure, ſince 
he knew how eagerly he ſought the 
Superintendant's Death. MNeverthe- 
loſs, the good Example of - one honeft 

Man, 
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Man wrought ſuch L—_— in the 
Chamber, that they who ſpoke after 
the Counſeller , agreed with.hinv in O- 
pinion,and they that were for puttin 
Fouquet to Death before, - then Aker's 
theirs. Nevertheleſs, becauſe it is cer- 
tain that Monſiear Fouquet had fortified 
Belle Iſle of his own Head, without 
leave from the King,” he was conderm- 
ned to perpetual Baniſhment. | 
Buc t ny hen who was extreamly 
ſucpriz'd at this unex Sentence, 
believing that if he ſhould get out of 
his reach, he would write in his own 


- Juſtification, changed the Sentence of 


Baniſhmenrt into. perpetual Impriſon- 
ment, which was worſe than Dearth it 
ſelf, Firſt therefore he was thrown 
into the Dungeon of Vincennes, and af. 
ter that carried to Pigneroll , where he 
lay ſeventeen years, the moſt miſera- 
ble of Men. But as terrible as that 
Priſon: was, it prov'd a happy Priſon 
to him : Forthere he had leiſure to re> 
pent him of his ſins,which he had not 
at Court, which was at that time gi- 
ven over to all manner of Debauche- 
,the Great-men ſtill believing them- 
&s oblig'd to imitate their _ 

tho” 
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tho' never ſo diffolute and luxurious. 


Regs ad exemplum tots componitur Orb. 


In truth, he had liv'd in the Priſon 
like a real Penitenc ; he made the place 
of his Puniſhment a Houle of Medica- 
tion and Prayer: There he learnt to 
draw off his Soul from the World ; 
and thinking upon nothing in that mi- 
ſerable place but upon Eternity , he 
lookt upon his palt Proſperity as a great 
Obſtacle to his Salvation , fo that he 
would not have exchanged his Priſon 
for all the Kingdoms in the World. 

{ T thought fit, Sir, to let you under- 
ſtand a Story, of which I was aſſured 
you were alcogether ignorant. For I 
| have always heard you talking of Mon- 
fieur Fouquet, as of a Miniſter that had 
conſpired againſt his Majefty, and had 
enrich'd himſelf by robbing the King- 
dom. Believe me, Sir, his pretend 
Riches were his Misforttine, -and had 
like to have brought him to an. Infa- 
mous Death. He was a Man of Ver- 
' tue and Honour, and had not the Go- 
vernment been Tyrannical,they would 
have erected Statues to 213 Memery,s 
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had fo well merited of the Common- 
wealth, to ſpeak in the Language of an- 
cient Rome. 

You will ſay perhaps, Sir, That Mon- 
ficur Fouquet was no more than one of 
the Long Robe, and that the reſt that 
were ſerv'd after the ſame manner un- | 
der the Reign of Lews the Great, were 
only under Receivers, and Toll-gather- | 
ers: Fellows not thought worth the 
hanging, as being of mean and obſcure 
Birth. In a word, that thoſe Officers, 
being a ſort of neceſſary Evils,and odi- 
ous to the People, it is no great matter 
what becomes of %em ; and that it is 
good policy ſometimes to fetch them 
down from the top of the Wheel whi- 
ther Fortune has raiſed them, to make 
advantage of their ill-gor Wealth. 

But what, Sir,will you conclude from 
hence ? Let an Exciſe-man or a Toll- 
pre be never ſo mean, he ought to 

puniſh'd when he is Guilty,and has 
devourd the People. But ler his Birth 
be never 1o obſcure , if he have dil- 
charg'd his Duty like an honeſt Man,is | 
an abominable piece of Tyranny to 
rob him of his Eſtate, *Tis the Law of 
Nature, thatevery man ought to w_ | 

| is 
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his own; and *tis a fin to violate this 
Law. 

But we have done with Monſieur, 
Fouquet,and the Officers ofthe Revenue. 
I do not find but they who are much 
higher in degree, are better or more 
kindly uſed than theſe ordinary fort of 
people. The ſame Tyranny reaches the 
very, Princes of the Blood. For not to 
ſay any thing of that Herotthe Prince of 
Conde , whom the, King confin'd to 
Chantilly, becauſe he would not give 
him an Employment in his Army;luch 
Policies admitting Excuſes for Reaſons 
which all the World knows not; how 
does the King uſe ſeveral other Princes 
that never gave him any occaſion of 
diſtruſt. He ſuffers them to live a lazy 
and private Lite : he would never per- 
mit them to appear upon any occaſion 
wherein they might ſignalize them- 
ſelves. Ifthey are deſirous totry their 
Courages, they muſt be forc'd to travel 
into Hungary, whither his Majeſty will 
or no. Which proy'd fatal to the Prince 
of Conty,who was poiſon'd at hisReturn 
as molt People believ'd. He has depriv'd 
them,and excluded them from Employ- 
ments that were almoſt Hereditary to 

G 2 their 
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their Families, to beftow them upon 
Baſtards. How do they uſe both you 
and Madam the Dawphineſ your illu- 
{trious Spouſe? You know it well e- 
nough, there is no need of telling you. 
And ic tnay give creditto what 1s pub- 
tickly talk'd abroad, Madam the Daw 
pernch has not long to live. The No- 

ility, which were formerly the Orna- 
ment and Strength of the Kingdom , 
are now tthderadiminutionthat renders 
them the Scorn of the Earth. And be- 


fides, that they are reduc'd to ſo ſmall | 


a number, they are redaced to ſnch an 
extream Poverty , that” *ris impoſlible 
oy ſhould lonig ſubſiſt, 
here are ſome Provinces where the 
Gentlemen go to Plough and Can ; 
and there are others who are forc'd to 
marry below themſelves , to prevent 
their own ſtarving in their Cattles, or 
the being oblig'd to meaner Conde- 
nfions- *Tis true, there are ſome 
Gentlemen whom their riotous Expen- 


*is the Tyrannical Government , and 
Oppreſlion of the People , that cauſes 
theſe Diſorders, to the reproach of 
France, Formerly the Nobility enjoy'd 

| {everal 


ves have imporveriſh'd ; but generally 
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ſeveral Priviledges, and were exempt- 
ed from Taxes, Subſidies, and Impoſts. 
Now *tis, All Fellows at Foor-ball , as 
to that point. A Lord pays the ſame 
Duties as the meanelt Vaſlal, and an 
Incendant of aProvince,who ſomerines 
happens to be one of the Drags of the 
People, will uſe them with the higheſt 
degree of Pride and Contempt. The 
Title of Noble is but a word,and there 
are only ſome few new Gentlemen 
that derive their Original from the 
Publick Revenue, that dare aſpire to 
Military Employments , becaule they 
have wherewithal to purchaſe them. 
An ancient Nobleman, who ſhall have 
ſignaliz'd himſelf a thouſand times by 
his Courage and Gallantry , who has 
receiv'd {cveral Wounds, and ſpent his 
Patrimony in the Service, ſhall dye a 
Lieutenant, or a Captain of Foot or 
Dragoons, while the Son of a Subſidy- 
Gatherer ſhall ride at the Head of a 
Regiment, or ſome other conſiderable 
Employment. What reſpe& is there 
ſhow'd to the Genery ? No, no more 
then for the Common Rabble. It chey 
have happen'd at any time to have 
wrong'd their Vaſſals, there is an Ex- 

G 3 traorCinary 
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traordinary Seflion appointed by Com- 
miſſion, called the Grands-Fours,to cha- 
ſtize them ; and thele dreadful Cham- 
bers are always fatal to ſome conſide- 
rable Family or other. And you, Sir, 
have ſeen ſome Perſons of eminent 
Degree, who have loſt their Heads 
upon Scaftfolds for being accus'd, in i- 
mitation of the King , to ſet up for 
petty Tyrants in their Inheritances. 

What more crying piece of Injuſtice 
was there, than the Enquiry after Falſe 
Nobles ? How many real Genclemen 
were there, who becauſe they could 
not produce their Pedigrees , which 
they might looſe by a thouſand Acci- | 
dents, were conſtrained to renounce 
their Nobility, and pay a hundred and 
thirteen Livres, which was their forfei- 
ture. 

I know that all that call themſelves 
Noblemen, are not ſo; and that the 
moſt part of thoſe that aſſume this 
Title, ground it upon their Merit: and 
what can be more unjuſt,than to wreft 
their honour out of their hands? Is not 
that true Nobility, Sir, that is archieved 
by Feats of Arms? Their Courage has 


acquii'd what their Birth refus'd chem. 
Why 
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Why ſhould they bedepriv'd of an Ho- 
nour which they have merited by their 
Services ? Stay till they have rende:'d 
themſelves unworthy , and then ler 
them. bs degraded. But the King 
would fain tyrannizs over all the 
World. And this blind Pafſton reigns 
fo ſtrongly in him, thet are moſt ne- 
Ccellary tor his Service, and who ought 
to be regarded as the ſupport of the 
Kingdom, 

Formerly the Officers and Souldiers 
enriched themſelves by _ in the 
Army, or at leaſt they could ſubfiſt in 
a comfortal>le manner : A younger 
Brother, who was of a reduc'd Family, 
had Bread to eat as long as he liv\l, if- 
he could but get a Command, either 
by his own Merit, or the afliſtance of 
his Friends ; It was the ſame thing 
with the Common Souldier. But in 
this Man's Reign, there is no more of- 
that, They that have any Eſtate, 
ſpend ic in his Majeſties Service. If 
the Souldiers will live, they put their 
Hoſts to ranſome their Goods, And - 
which is more tyrannical, the Ofhcers 
and Souldiers are forc'd to commic 
ſuch infamous Actions, and fo unbe- 
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coming Gentlemen Souldters, that fu- 
ture Ages will hardly believe, that 
People wearing Swords by their ſides, 
ſhould have ſuch daſtardly Souls, as not 
to ſhake off the Yoke of a Prince that 
never employs them, for whole Cam- 
paigns together , but to do the Offi- 
ces of Hangmen, Robbers and Houſe 
burners. 

I ſhould but give you too much 
trouble, Sir, to make a long Recital of 
theſe things. The King ſpares no bo- 
dy. He has exercisd his Tyranny o- 
ver the Proteſtants, who were his molt 
taichful Subjets , and ſet the Crown 
upon his Head, as they did upon the 
Heads of Henry the IV. and Lews the 
XIfI. He has recall'd their Edids, 
tho he ſolemnly ſwore at his Corona- 
tion to obſerve and maintain them in- 
violable. - And uſurping the Rights of 
God himfelf, who is the ſole Lord of 
Hearts and Conſciences, and who in 
that reſpe&, parts with his Honour to 
no Mortal, He has oblig'i them by 
force to embrace a Religion which 
they believe to be falſe and idolatious ; 
conſtraining them by that means to 
prophane our moſt Sagred —_, 

bi 
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- by how muchthe more he cauſes them 


to condemn and renounce them. For 
he that makes Profeflion of a Religion 
againſt his Conſgience,. commits the 
moſt horrid of all Crimes, tho the Re- 
ligion which he profeſt were ſincerely 
the only True Religion : 'For what « 
not of Faith, is fm : Thats, whatever 
is not done accordingto Conſcience is 
at offence againſt God, 

He has exercigd his Tyranny over 
the moſt holy Party of the Church o- 
ver thoſe Diſciples of St. Auf, who 
live ſuch pious and-exemplary lives. 
For thole holy Fathers grounding their 
Do&rine upon the words of the Apo- 
ſtles, It s better #0 obey God than men : 
would not ſubſcribe to a For k 
which was a kind of Oath,whichthey 
could not in Con(cience take. He has 
therefore deſpoil'd them of their Chur- 
ches, has exil'd them , or ſhut them 
up in dark Priſons , where they ſtarve 
to Death, or ſuffer the Extremities-af 
Mifſeries. He has no regard for the 
molt pious Virgins, under pretence 
that they were Ee enfemifs, and refus'd 
to deny, that the Grace of Feſws Chriſt | 
was lufficient of itlelf. 
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This Prince, a Rebel to the Church, 
has extended a Supreme Power , as 


well over the Biſhops, as over all Reli- 


gious Houſes. You know the buſineſs 


of the Regale,(or Patronage of Biſhops) 
and the Nuns of Sante Clears, common- 
ly called Urbaniffs, And to carry his 

yranny to the higheſt degree, he has 
quarrel'd with the Vicar of Chriſt, 
whom we ought to look upon as a 
God upon Earth. Why do yenotEx- 
communicate him, Holy Father * Why 
do you not ſtrike him with the Ter- 
rour of your Anathema's ? Why do 

ou not dart upon his Head all the 
OR of _ Vatican ? = o but 
t e of a Pope, in re of the 
Gellicen Church. "Fora the Great, the 
Moſt Chriftian King makes you inferi- 
our toCouncils, and declares you ſub- 
jet to Errour, tho you ought to be In- 
fallible, if you are St. Peter's Succel- 
ſor, and that the Catholick Church be 
the Spouſe of Jeſus Chriſt. And yet 
there needs no more, then for your 
Children to have recourſe to you, to 
incur the Indignation of this Prince, 


| and to be dealt withal in the ſame man- 


ner as Hereticks, 


In 
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In a word, Sir, if the Biſhops of P «- 
ers, and D' Alet were exposd to the 
extremity of Perſecution, it was be- 
cauſe they addre(sd themſelves to- the 
Holy See , to the end the Pope might 
make uſe of his Authority to maintain 
the Priviledges of the Church. And 
for the ſame Treaſon it was, that he fo 
barbarouſly us'd the Congregation of 
Nuns, 1 mean the Nuns of the Enfance, 
or Infancy. 

The Society of Nuns, call'd, The 
Nuns of the Infancy of Feſws Chrift, was 
inſtituted at Tholowſe, in the Year 1662, 
by the Authority of M. de Marcs, 
Arch-biſhop of that place,. and under 
the Government of M. de Ciren, Canon 
and Chancellor of that Church and U- 
niverſity ; by whoſe Advice Madam de 
Mondonville, a Widow of great Piety 
became the Foundreſs of the Society, 
and for the Maintenance of it, lefe 
them the beſt part of her Eſtate : The 
Employment of theſe Nuns was to e- 
ducate young Girles in the knowledge 
of the Duties to which they were ob- 
lig'd by their Baptiſm ;. and in ocher 
Vertuous Exerciſes : They were alſo 
to teach them to Read and Write, and 

work 


(132) 

work with their Needles, This Jnſti- 
tution which could not but be lookt 
upon as a thing very praiſe worthy, 
was approv'd by -the whole Church, 
and confirm'd by a Bull of Alexander 
'the'V-EI. Burt all this ſignified nothing, 
For becauſe the King had not inſticu- 
ted this Order, he reſoly'd to ruin it ; 
and Madam Mondowville , becauſe ſhe 
addreſs'd herſelf to the Holy See, was 
ſent to a Priſon, where ſhe till re- 
mains. 

Laf#ly, Sir, the King does not only 
exerciſe his Tyranny with leſs rigour 
over thoſe without, than over his na- 
eural 'Subjeats. *Tis the Cuſtom of 
Conquerors to have ſome regard for 
the People whom they have newly 
nwrber: 7 And indeed, tho it were 
no piece of Juſtice to make them ſa- 
tisfa&ion by ſome kind of Lenity, for 
the Ravage committed upon their 
Lands before they could be ſubdu'd, 
yet there is ſomething of Policy that. 
requires it. Nevertheleſs, both Cate 
logne, Flanders, Franche Conte, and Ab 
ſatis have experienced the contrary, 
Thoſe Countries groan under their 
Bondage, and are fo weary of _ 
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Yoke, that they only wait the 
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Moment of their Delivery, and 4 
ftoration 'to the Dominion of [their 
Lawful Soveraigns. 


The Fourth Diſcourſe. 


SIR, 

y_—_ proved by Actions, which are 

onely too true, [that the Govern- 
ment of France is wholly tyrannical, 
whether in rel of Spirituals or 
Temporals. Of which I could bring 
farther proofs of thoſe which 1 have 
brought already, were not theſe un« 
happily more than ſufficient. 
i ; this is not all, wn yu 
that I prove to you, thar yranny 
which he —_—_ in this Kingdom, 1s 
the moſt cruel that ever was heard of, 
In a word, I am now "_—_— That 
the King is a Mad-man of a Tyrant.z 
and I am ſure you muſt yield co what 


L lay. 
, What 
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What couldI nottell you,if I would 
make a recital of all thoſe unheard of 
Hoſtilities which he has committed du- 
ring this laſt War, particularly in the 
Principality of Orange and Germany. 
What a dreadful Landi&ip could I pre- 


ſent to your eyes, if I thould ſpeak of | 


the Perſecution of the Fanſenits; more 
eſpecially if I would enlarge upon the 
Torment, unknown to Phalars or Bu- 
ſu, which he has invented to puniſh 
thoſe that run from his Colours * I 
could ſhew you whole Cities laid in 
Aſhes ; People expos'd to the rage and 
fury of the Souldiers; Women and Vic- 
= raviſh'd ; old Men and tender In- 

ts expiring in the flames ;. Priſons 
filld with Prieſts, and infinite numbers 
of poor Wrerches in Cains, ſome wich 
their Noſes, ſors with their Ears cut 
off, after they had expoſed their Lives a 
thouſand times for the moſt ingrateful 
of Princes. 

This laſt Proſpe&, I am ſure, ftrikes 


-you with horcor : For certainly , Sir, 
'a more diſmal Prolpe&t cannot be con- 


ceived. Thus to disfigure the Image of 
God! to make of a Man a hideous 
Monſter | to diſmember a Chriſtian, 

and 
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and it may beonedeſign'd for Heaven ! 
'Tis an Accumulation of madneſls,rage, 
and barbarity altogether. 

What ſhallI fay after all this? 1 will 
begin with the Proteſtant. What wron 
had thoſe People done the King? Ha 
they not been always faichful ro him? 
That was not their Crime, Sir ; for we 
muſt acknowledge to the ſhame of our 
Religion, that while the greateſt part of 
the Catholicks ſided with the Princes 
in the laſt Civil Wars , that ſtood al- 
ways firm to the King : and it was on- 
ly to them that the King was beholding 

or his Crown. That which made them 
Criminals was, that they would not 
turn Catholicks, and that they would 
not yield him Obedience by changing 
their Religion. And?yet they did all 
they could to let him underftand that 
they ſhould a againſt their Conſcien- 
ces, if they ſhould abandon their Con- 
{ciences,and the Dodtrines of their Re- 
formation ; nevertheleſs, the King 
would have it ſo. And becauſe the 

refus'd to obey his Orders , tho' wit 

all che reſpet imaginable , his Futy 
kindled againſt them. There was net- 
ther Age nor Sex, neither Merit nor 


Quali- 
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that was ſpared at that time 

the . 
rr Te ag00ns upon them:He 
ſer up Villains. and Robbers to be'their 
Converters; andlike.another Mabomet , 
he-made ule of Fire and Sword to force 
them to receive .his Dodrine. 

Wich what Colours ſhall I draw the 
-hideous Picture iof .theſle abominablc 
Converſions, 'at which the Holy See 
trembles co:this day , and which have 
drawn ſo many tears from the eyes of 
all real Carholicks ? $o ſoon as this Im- 
ble Prince underſtood that his 
eſtane Subjects had return'd a ge- 
nerous Anſwer, That they would dye 
in their Religion, becaule they believ'd 
it to be the Truch; and that bating on- 
ly this-point, they would ſacrifice their 
Lives for his Honour ; he gave order 
to his Converters to thunder into all 
the Provinces that abounded with the 
Religionaries, and to make ule of all 
means to force their Return to the 
Church, He ler them know , that 
whatever it coſt him, he would have 
his Pleaſure put in Execution, and ſave 
them harmlefs from all che Barbariries 
whatever they commitred. 

There needed not half fo nuuch, Sir, 


Oo 


to animate a Company of 'Brites, that 
never fignalized themſelves for many 
years, but by their treacheries and in- 
famous Aions. They forthwith haſt- 
ned to execute the barbarous Gom- 
mands of their Cruel Monarch ; nei- 
ther was there any fort of Inhumanity 
which thoſe Infernal Legions forgot to 
= in practiſe. I might ſwell whole 

olumes with the Oppreflions and Vi- 
olences of theſe leud Converters, and 
the ſtrange and unheard of Torments 
which they invented to preach upthe 
_ Religion. 

hey no ſooner entred into ay Ci- 

ty, but they (eiz'd upon the Gates and 
all the Avenues, while others beat the 
Streets to ſtop the Fugitives, and bri 
them back to their Houſes, on pur 
to force them, in ſpite of their Teeths, 
to hear the Sermons of theſe abomina= 
ble Apoltles. 

They were quarter'd at diſcretionby 
order of the Intendants of the Province, 
and ſometimes of the Biſhops them- 

ſelves, to the ſhame of the Epilcopal 
Digniry. And they no ſooner centred 
into any Houſe, but they fill it with 
molt hocrible Gries,accompanied with 
a 
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a thouſand 'Blaſphemies. - You would 
have ſaid, Sir,that they were ſo many 
Devils let looſe, -and that they were 
broke out of Hell to make War upon 
Mankind: Neither Tears nor Submil- 
ſions would move them. They hang'd 
both Men' and Women by the feer,'or 
hair of their Heads upon the planks of 
the Cieling, or Hooks in' the Chim- 
neys. They plung'd them into Wells, 
or into Sloughs full of mud and filch, 
They half roaſted them, and baited 
their naked Limbs wich melted Greaſe. 
They thruſt red hot .Coals' into che 
Palms of their Hands, then cloſed 
them by force; They poured- Wine 
mto their Bodies with Funnels. They 
blew them up with Bellows till their 
Bellies burſt, They tore the Hair 
from their Chins and Heads, and their 
Nails from theic Fingers and Toes. 
They ſtript them naked,and after they 
had offered them a thouſand Indignti- 
ties, they larded them wich Pins from 
Head to foot. They pinkt and gaſh'd 
their Skins with Pen-knives, and fome- 
times with red hot Pincers, nip'd the 
Fleſh fron their Arms,or elſe took them 
by the Noſes, and ſo led them from 
room to room. Modeſty 


I 
Modeſty will not Et to tell the Ignominies 
that Women and Virgins were conftrained to 
undergo. I ſhall only ſay that they raviſhed (e- 
veral, and ſome in the Preſence of their Huſ- 
bands and Fathers, whom they had tyed to the 
Bed-poſts. 
I ſhould never have done , ſhould I relate the 
yarious ſorts of Torments which thoſe Infernal 
Miſtanarits invented to plant the Catholick 
Faith in the Pearts of the King's Subjedts. They 
did thoſe things which perhaps the Devils them- 
{elves would not have, thought of. And when 
they found that thoſe whom they ſo tormented, 
endured all, they bethought themſelves at length 
'how. to, make them mad, by hindring them from 
ep for whole weeks together, Rich and Poor 
.Men, and Women, Young and Old, Sick a 
'Sound, all without aiſtin&ion , deeply eps ; 
enced their Barbarity, While the King a 
Confeſſor laught at their Inhumanitijes that drew 
ſo much Blood, and ſuch ſhowers of Tears from 
thoſe Religious People, , 
[ confeſs, this new way of Converſion was 1t- 
finitely more prevalent than the moſt Eloquent 
Sermons they could have preach'd. Neverthe- 
.lefs, it could nor prevail upon a great number ; 
and then it was that this ſame Frantich Monarch, 
who would have no Denyals , fill'd all che Cloy- 
ſters, Dungeons, Galleys, and the new World with 
infiaite Multitudes of theſe miſerable Wretches, 
who in regard of the good Services they had 
done him, were worthy of a betrar Reward. 
What was France all this while, but a Theater 
which Strangers beheld with dread and horror ? 
The Hangmen were at work all hours : there was 
nothing to. be ſeen but Executions 3 and they 
that dyed Rebe's to the King's Orders, were 
dragg'd 
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drag'd along the Streets, to be. a Speacle ro the 
Pcople,and then thrown into,the Common Sewers. 


Tantumn Religio potait ſuadare malorum. 


No, Sir, it was not any Zeal for Religion that 
occaſian'd all theſe Deſolations ; for Religion ne- 
ver thirſted afrer Blood. However, at the ſame 
rime that the King was thus buſie in Converting 
his own Subje&s, he prevented the Emperour 
from Converting his. For who can be ignorant 
of his ſtri& Confederacy at that rime wich the 
Male-contents in Hungary, who are all Lutherans 
or Calviniſts, But that will more clearly con- 
vince you than any. thing elſe, that ir was only 
an Impulſe of blind Fury, and hairbrain'd Phren- 
fic, to himſelf ador'd as a God, that in- 
- him to commit theſe Barbarities, was the 


of thoſe Nuns of the Infancy, alread 
menrioned. ies : , 


Madam de Mondon Ville the Foundrefs of that 
Religious Sociery, upon the firſt Rumours thar 
prov'd but too true , that the King had a defi 
to overthrow that pious Inſticution, was adviſed 
to go to Paris, and throw herſelf at the King's 
Feet. Which Advice ſhe took forthwith, bur to 
no purpoſe: Fer the King was always inacccflible 
and at the ſame time that ſhe was importunate 
for Admiffion, and was in hopes of obtaining It, 
ſhe was by virtue of a Letter under the Privy 
Signer, commanded to go to Coutance, There 
was no refuſing; ſhe obey'd 3 and immediately 
after her Exilement, the Councel by Decree a- 
boliſhed che Foundation, and ordered the Nuns 
of the Infancy to go home to their Parents , or 
whicher elſe chey pleaſed, 

I know not whether you will find the like in 

any 
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any Hiſtory, For a uſual piece of Injuſtice'ts 


condemn People in their abſence, before they 
be heard ; buc for a Lady of Quality, to come 
tbove a hundred and fifry Leagues, to throw 
herſelf at che King's Feet, and to be fo barba- 
rouſly us'd, is that for which there never was yet 
any Preſident to be found. 
+ The Arreſt, or Decree was made the 12th of 
May, 1685, and fifteen days afrer was fignified 
at Tholruſt to Madam de Mondonville, thd the 
were then baniſh'd ro the farther end of Nar- 
Mandy. 7 | 

Nor was this all 3 for in regard the Tenor of 
the King's Decree was poſitive, That the.Taber- 
nacles in the Churches of theſt Nuns ſbould be 1t« 
mov'd, that the Altars {ors be pull'd down, the 
Ornaments and Holy Utenſils carried away, aud 
the Conſtcrated Places be Prophan'd. The 
day that the Decree was Notified, the 
was pull'd down, as if it had been a Moſque, or 
ſome norotious Brothel-Houſe, 

Nor did the King ſtop here. For whereas 
there was a Clauſe in the Decree, That all the 
Nuns of the Infancy might ſtay in their Nunne- 


ries rill che end of the Year ; yet he ſent down 
#n Order to thoſe of Tholeaſe, by 


which above 


ng of the Nuns, who brought ra 
the Society, were commanded to d - 
diately. To which purpoſe a Com y, with 
a Guard of Souldicrs was ſent to dif chem 4 


bur the Nuns being inform'd of it,hid themſelves 
ſo privarely, that not above two or three of them 
were found, who were carried away, after ſeve» 


ral Abuſes offer'd them. 


As for the reſt, ſome few days after the 
Commiſſary had another Order, to take a Guar 


of Dragoons and Archers, and pen 
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out of the Houſe, who found them upon their 
knees upon the Ruines of their Chappel, implo- 
ring the aſſiſtance of Heaven. Nor could the 
Tears of 'thoſe pious Virgins, nor all their Sighs 
and Sobs, enough to mollifie the Hearts of the 
moft Cruel, prevail with' thoſe Miſcreants who 
were ſent to hale them from their Religious Re- 
fidencies. . Thoſe Emiffaries of the Devil, which 
the King made uſe of to Convert the Herericks, 
laid their polluted hands, upon the Spoules of 
efus Chriſt, dragg'd them by the Feet like mi- 
erable ViAims, beat them, tore them, and talk'd 
to *em thoſe broad Obſcenities, enough ro have 

made the moſt impudent of Proſticutes bluſh. 
" Laſtly, Sir, ſome time after the ſame Vio- 
lences were cxercis'd upon the reſt of the Nans 
that remain'd, And that which was more la- 
mentable, and cries loudeſt to Heav'n for Ven- 
geance, was this : That they haul'd two out of 
Nunnery that were Agoniſantes, or in Swoon- 
ing Fits. There was one that ſwooned away fix 


times ,in the ſtreet, 'and when all the People 


cry'd out ſhame, the Souldiers anſiwer'd, That 
the King's Orders were expreſs, that the Nuns 
were obſlicate, and the King muſt be obey'd. I 
ſhall fay nothing of thoſe other Nunreries of this 
Inſtirution, in other Cities ; their Deſtiny was 
the ſame; I pals by alſothe Crueltics committed 
upon the Foundreſs of the Order, with an infinite 
tmmber of other mad Aﬀions, wich which this 
King has defil'd his Government. I ſhall now 
ſhew you, Sir, that the King is a weak Prince. 

' You may think this hard to be done : becauſe 
the King has been always accounted a Great Wit : 
Bur I affure you, Sir, he has little deſerved that 
Title, as his Title of Moft Chriſftiqz Kjg- 
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Should I go about to make a Hiſtory of the 
ſeveral Miſtreſſes he has had, that have-ſhorten'd 
the Life of the ' Queen, that-Great' and” Pibus 
Princeſs, T could ſhew you 'fſech Weakneſſes and 
Follies that few Men are guiley of.' T could 
ſhew him to you upon his knees, crying and 
blubbering ſomerimes at La Valiere's Feet, fome- 
times ar the fide of Madam dt: Monteſpan's, or 
Madamoſelle de Fonterges Bed; to obtain thoſe 
Favonrs which others had obtain'd withoutany 
trouble, and of which rhey told fuch Tales, thar 
all the Court knew of.. + I ' could ſhew you the 
Copies of certain Letters, where"yon might ſee 
Lewis the Grand uttering thoſe liecle, Things, 'as 
would grieve your heart to hear them. But 
pardon him the Imbecillities of his youthful 
Inclinations. The Women had thoſe Charms, 
that ir is no wonder he ſhould forget himſclf 
ſomerimes. MHercults ſpun for altys ſake 3 
and you have read the Amours 'of 'Grear Men. 
Bur what can you fay, Sir, to his ridiculous 
Dotage upon Madam Maintmmon: Let the Lady 
have Wit, let her have as much as you pleaſe ; 
ſhe has not been in a Condition to conquer hearrs 
this long time. Were there no more in it, bur 
ohly that ſhe was Scarron's Wife, *twere enough 
ro make all the World ſtop. their Noſes at her. 
Befides, who can be ignorant of' her Inrrigues; 
both before, and after her Marriage.) 'Nevers 
theleſs che King is ſo weak, that he'moans to her 
the ſame Turteliſms of Tenderne(s anda ffeRion, 
with which he would cocker and feddle a Prin- 
ceſs, the chaſteſt Woman in the World, or a 
blooming Beauty. He wrires to her render Bil- 
let douxs;, cringes to her with a thouſand Sub- 
miſſions. He lies publickly with her, "when his 
Diſtempers will permit him 3 and he brovghe 
lo 
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fo utkler her Girdle,chat he can deny her nothing 
in the World. 

Ir may. be (aid, that Madam de Maintexon,and 
Father Le Chaiſe; gre the abſolute Controulers 
of his Heart. Ard becauſe you cannot deny this 
to: be true, becauſe you are a Wirtnels of it every 
day, you muſt allow jr to be the height of folly 
for a Prince that all his Life-rime hath uſurp'd 


What think you of the Marriages of the Prince 
of Conti laſt decraſcd z andthe Duke of Enguien, 
now wrwrnnpngpy Were ever _ Gu Bat 
amples known in a Prince pretending to-Wir 
Te was not enough for him to have liv'd for 
r Years ina double Adultery 3 co 
have iv'd one of his moſt fairhful Subje&s of 
his Wife ; to have cnjoy'd:her in the face of the 
Church and his own but he muſt con- 
ſummate; his folly, by mixing the Illuſtrious 
Blood of 'the Bourbon's, with that of-two Strum- 

| I confels, the two Princeſſes deſcended 
thoſe Adulterous Coritons y -are Vertuous 


Ladies oy vrnnkgr ah preg 
that it had become the Wiſdom of the King; 
inſtead of marching them to/rwo Princes of the 
Blood, he had never ſuffer'd them co appear in 


the World, But Princes like Lewis the Great, 
neyer conſult their Reaſon, 


What 


| 
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What Judgment is to be made of a Prince, 
that after he has exercis'd upon his Subjects, all 
the moſt eruel Perſecurions that.can enter ioto- 


Man's ima jon, | ſuffers hiaſclf ro be im- 
pudencly. flatter'd ; Th<t: be never made wſt of 
any other means than thoſe of Sweetneſs and indul- 
gence 1 that be convirted the Heretichs without 
Arms and Force, and far leſs by the Tirtor of his 
Edifts, . than by bis Exemplary Pitety; that the 
Ways through which ht caus'd them to paſs, 'were 
ways [irewed with flywers;, that he had extermi- 
nated; ferafie , without Foe or effuſion of Blood ; 
aud that. far from ſuffering Torments, thiy pure 
ſo much as beard them mentiontd.-: | 

The Judgment which is :o.be-made upon i &: 
this, that there is no Prince in the World fo weak 
and fooliſh as Lews the Great. Andir is a fa- 
vour, Sir, that they ſay no more of him : Kor 
whar is to be faid to an infirm King, to a King 
that dores, to a King that is half in his Cafin, , 
but what his Treachers\. + 


+ **'* The Bi Va- 
oo Flarterery cl] lence, 7he Jhp of Va 


him In reference to Gan 
the Perſecution of the mo og on of 


Pogactons in hisKing- ' Meaux, xd others. 
OM. 
But this is nothing yer; beep is an Accumula- 


tion of Folly. He permurs his Statyes to be Aa 
rected, and to be ur che ay + 
oraney -He permny y-days to. he 
and :. them, 
ome m ſo many haves fo 


expo "n Capha Fol fe cheer 
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He ſuffers himſelf in publick Themes te be 
advanced above'the Angels, and to be lookt- upon 
av'a Proof of our Sublime Myſteries 3 'and' thiit 
the words once faid of Feſus Chriſt ſhould: be ap- 
plyed to him ; My Works ave for the King 5 Who us 
the King? 'Tis Lewis/the Great the King of Glory: 

Laftly, He ſuffers himſelf ro be worſhipr like a 
Deiry. Yow ſaw this in 'the Fire- | 
the Greve, under the Title of the Templt of  Ho> 
new, which were made to folemnize the Ere&: 
the new Stature that was ſer up in the Court 
the:.Common-Hall of rhe Ciry, The Inſcrip- 
tion which was upon the Frize, and' upon the 
four Fronts of the Temple, was after the Jeſuj- 
rica} Nanner, and-no-lefs. Impious. | 

' The City of Patis, Pious, Loyal, 

* Obeflient, Deveted by publick Vows 
Lewis theGreat gbe Father of bus Country 
As a Monument of their Duty, Dedicate 

and Conſecrate a Temple. _— 

F could: number up a thowſand things of this 


nature 3 but doubtlefs here is enough to prove 
. wht T hive Gran Greathes 


| that Lewis 
which Juſtifie his De 
of j 


—. 
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to you» He is a Phaeton that ought to be pull'd 
down from the Chariot of the Sun. He has 
been a long tine -unable tro Govern, Do you nor 
ſee, Sir, all che Kingdom in a flame? If you do 
it nor your (elf, . Sir, the People will do it for 
you, z for they are.no. longer; able to endure (his 
Tyranny, If the, People. will not do it, For- 
reigners will dp,it, They have explain'd them- 
ſelves with their, Arms in their hands : they can 
no longer brook the Madneſs and Pirenſie of a 
King that Burns, Maſſacrees, and lass deſolate 
their moſt beautiful Cirtes,v here-cver his Troops 

t footing : And.if ncither his own Subjes,nor 

is Enemics can, do it, the Vengeance of God 

will do it ; | for he is a jealous God, and never 
parts, with his Hapour to another. 

, A King who uſurps the Regalities of the God 
of Hoſts,js a-thouſand rimes:more criminal then a 
Subject that ſeizes unjuſtly upon the Crown of 
]wy Prince; for there is no proparrion between 
the of Heaven, and an carthly King ; be- 
tween the Almighty, and a mortal Man. Where» 
4s there is ſome proportion and agreement be- 
tween a King and his Sabjetts. Buc the King 
viſibly ſets himſelf up in God's Place. He will 
have Men to be of his Religion ; nor becauſe his 
Religion is true, but hecaquſe it is the Religion 
which he profeſſcs : that is, if he were a Mabo» 
mtten, or the King of $jam, he would require 
the ſame thing from his Sabjets. Bur what is 
more dereſiable, he permits himſelf to be adar'd 
as a God, and proftremation at the Feet of his 
Sratucs. 

But know, Sir, that God is no leſs juſt at this 
day, then when he ſent Nebuchoonoxer to graze 
among the Beaſts of the Field, for ſuffering his 
Statue to be ador'd; or when he ſuffered _ 
| Hz. rs. 
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rod to be caten up of Worms, for hearknin 
to the 1mptous Acclamations of a hair-brain' 
Rabble, that after he had made them a harahgue, 
ery'd, This 1s the Voice of God, and nor of Man. 
Altxandey the Great was tickl'd with the Lies of 
hisFlatterers,who told him.He was the Son of Fu- 
piter, and thar Divine Honours ought to be paid 
him, was poyſon'd ia the midſt of his Triumphg. 
Antiochus the Illiſtrions, who like Lewis the XIV. 
had got a whim 1this head, to have all People 
profeſs one Religion, commands all People ro 
forſake the Laws of God, and follow his ; but his 
end was fad and tragical. Nero, Caligula, Domi- 
11s, and ſeveral others that required to be ado- 
red as Gods, came to moſt faral Exits, afifwerg- 
ble to the Lives they had led. | And what can 
Yriz's imſtf upon the Impiery of thoſe Emp: 
riz” u 0 . 
anos and never + netdey of the defacing the 


Name of JESUS our of the Frontiſpiece of 


the Jeſuir's Colledge, to put his own in the 
room of it *, I 

* The Coledze of Clermont, which is at this daf 
calld the Colleage of Lewis the Great. | 


Therefore, Sir; never tarry till Heaven ſhall 
Thunder-ſirike your Father. Sunimon' an Af- 
ſembly of. the States General; ca'l ro your aid 
the Kings and States againſt whom he has wag'd 
ſuch bloody Wars. Humble your ſelf ro the Ho- 
ly See : I dare be anſwerahle for your good Sure 
ceſs 3 nor 'can' you with for a more favourable 
ConjunRure. The People pant and thirſt afrer 
Liberty all Fr axce has her Eyes fix'd upon you 
the Nobiliry, the Clergy, the Officers both Milt- 
rary and Civil, all will riſe to raiſe you to the 


Throne. © The Princes and States of Fuvope are 
| | weary 
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weary of the War. His Holineſs holds you forth 
his Arms, and looks upon you as a Son that dif- 
claims che Kebellions of a Father, that has de- 
clar'd himſelf an Enemy to the Church : And 
it will be your fault, if there be noc a general 


I would nor, Sir, that the King ſhould be dealt 
with, as Henry IV. his Son Henry, who bercav'd 
him of his Crown, reduc'd him to that extream 
Poverty, that ſometimes he wanted Bread, And 
ſuch was the beſtial fury of that young Prince, 
that his Father dying at 1 *ige, and the Cirizens 
having buried him 1n their Cathedral Church, 
his Son - caus'd his Body to be taken up again, 
and carried ro =_ where it lay five years in 
the oy wy of St. Afren, as unworthy of Burial, 
becauſe he died Excommunicarted. 

A King is puniſhed ſufficiently by being de- 
pos'd ; and it is Iniptery for a Son, to inſult o- 
ver his Father's Misfortunes, rho' he drew them 
vpon himſelf Therefore it will be your beſt 
way to make choice of ſome devour and pleaſant 
Place, where he may live in plenty, and have 
that Reſpect paid him by all People, that may 
convince him it was not your defire to Reign, 
bur your own and the ſafety of the Kingdom that 
Importun'd you to depoſe him. 1 cannot ſer, 
Sir, before your cyes, a more Noble Example 
than thar of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange. 
Let Men ſay what they pleaſe : Zames the II. ac- 
cording to the Laws, deſcrv'd ro be Abdicated 
from the Throne, That ſame Prince, blinded 
by a falſe Zeal, had overturn'd all the Conſtitu- 
tions of England. Contrary to the Priviledges 
of the, Kingdom he would have ſer up a Religion, 
to the prejudice of that Eſtabliſh'd by Law, 

He had almoſi reduc'd :the. Nation inte Sla-- 

H 3 very 


the Kingdom. 


ated, we may. gues thas. they had.ue jocencion : 
;4 to... 
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very: What do-the Engliſh in this Condition ? 
They complain to the Preſumptive: Heirs of the 
Crown ; and the Prince of Orange, as being one 
of thoſe, Lands with an Army in ©ngland:; upon 
which the King betakes kimfelf ro flight. | 

The Prince of Orange was perſwaded, that if 
a Parliament were call'd, and that che King his 
Father-1n-Law were declar'd to have abdicated: 
the Governmenc, che Princeſs his Wife would 
be advanc'd ro the Ihrone. There needed ho 


* more for him to 4o, when he ſaw he had the 


Hearts of all che Engliſh, bur to have fallen ops 
on the King's Army, Neverchelcts the'P: avoided 


_ fighting che K's Army, that he:might nor be obti- 


d to fight againit hisWife's Father, He ſers forth 
n his Declaration, that he came not to Derhrone 
him, but to reſtore the; Laws of a Kingdom, of. 
which the Princes his Wife was the Preſumprive 
Heir : . That he would call a Frce Parliament 
and [cave'the Nation to be the Judges of- the 
Kis6g's Deſtiny, The King who knew himſelf 


- guiley, | betakes himſelf ro an ingloroes thghr, 


after he had uadone in four Days afl thar he 
had been four. Years a doing, to atrain a De- 
ſpotick Power, The Prince of Or2ngt never pur- 

'd, but when luckily for the Prince of Orange, 
and unfortunately for Fames the 1: he was Jooke 
upon as gone, the King was ſtopp'd 3 bur rhe 
Prince declares him ſtill xo be at liberty, aud 


that it was for him to call a Parliament,and refer 


k to their Deciſion, according to the Laws of 

Its nor very.certain, Sir, whether a Parlias 
ment would have. been very fayourable ro Fames 
the 11. or No. But by v hasſey.ral of the Biſhops, 
and a good-numbcr of the Lords have fince- 
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to abdicate him. But however ir were, accor- - 
ding to the manner wherein the Prince of Orange 
ceded ; if Fames the I. had bech abdicated 
n his favour, as he was afrerwards by his Be- 
ſerrion, ir js -certain ' that he would beet 
fo gctterous to that unfortunate Monarelt, that fr 
wonld have much lefſſen'd his Grief ſor being de- 
priv'd of his Kingdoms. 

Pollow'then the Example of William the TIL 
For whatſoever our French-men ſay, to 1ngratiate - 
themſelves with Fames II. and Lewis XTV. who 
js his ProreRor ; the Prince of Orange Is a Prince- 
who merits'no leſs Applanſe, for the Reſpet- 
which he has ſhewed ro James OH. than for hs. 
Heroick Verrues. Po 

What would' you have a Prince have doe, 
when a whole Narion made their lairit to 
him ? Would' you havehad him ſuffer'd a Mo- 
narch to Reign, who had\ enſlaved his People, 
who every day violated the'Sacred Laws of the 
. Kingdom, who extended his Arbitrary Power 
every day, and diſcountenane'd' the Gratidees'bf . 
his Courr that oppoy'd'his- Violences,, 41d who 
like Lewis XTV. ſuffer'd himſelf to be gover'd 
by 4 Jeſuire. * 

There was @ neceſſiry for him to do what Hhe-. 
did ; nor is there any Prince in the Wotld', 
who would have done what he did , had he beet 


in his place. But perhaps there wouſdhave beet - 
but An rhar would have behaved taboo 8 
with that reſpe& ro James the H. as he dH43 and 
who would not have made-ſure of Tliree' Kings 
doms by doitrig'more than he did. | 
Pardon me ,” Great Sir , that F have faid thw-. 
much, in ſpeaking of your Father ; 'tis the Con- 
eern which I have for his Salvation,and rw he. 
Intereſt, aud the love which: # have for my 
ny 3 
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try, that have wreſted theſe Truths from me, . 

_. How happy Sir, will you be, and how happy 
will France be, would you but liſten to my Re- 
monſtrances, if you underſtand how to benefic 
by them. However there would be ſomething 
wanting to-your own, and the ay 5g of your 
SubjeRs, ſhould you ſtop there : There muſt be 
fomerhing more done, than only the pulling 
down of L:tws the XIV. from his Throne. 
You muſt expel the Jeſuirs, who are the Caute 
of all the Misfortunes that have befalten your 

Kingdom : For to that Society alohe it is,” thar 
we muſt ippure all thoſe Overturnings that have 
brought it ſo neer to Ruin, The Jeſuits were the 
Men that put the King upon theſe unheard of 
Cruclties which he has exerciſed upon the Diſci- 
peo Sr. Auſtin, and the Nuns of the Infancy. 

Feſuits were they that juſtigated him againſt 

Tanocent the XI. becauſe they ſuſpeded. him to 
be.a Jeſuire. They were ithe Men that forc'd him 
to uſe his fairhful Subje&s the Proteſtants after a 
Manner ſo barbairous and unworthy of a Chriſti- 
an Prince. They were the Mcn,who co aggran- 
&>&IZe chemſelves, forc'd himto declare a War a+ 
gainſt the Emperour and the King of- 5pain, who 
are both Catholick Princes... In ſhorr, they are 
the. Cauſe of all his Violences and Adulteries. For 
if his Conſeſſor,, who is-a Jeſuit, had ever reſu- 
ſed to abſolye him ar his Confeſſos, would he c- 
yer haye continued in ſuch a deadly ſin for ſo ma- 


ny years, together ? Bur theſe Fathers find ous 
ways to reconcile, Heaven and.'Earth together. 
'Tis a piece of their |Religion to. permic ſomes 
times the greateſt ſins, for the greater Glory of God. 

It is the Intereſt of all Princes to exterminate 
the Jeſuits, for they are che Murderers of Kings. 


Nor 1s 1« the Iacereſt of any Kingdom , ſo much 
- 


_ 
ard nce, which to this day declares the Tri- 
of Henry tht Great. You can never 
fe, ſo long as this Sociery has any f l 
your Kingdom, A Parracide cofts _ ) 
and they will always find '*Ravilliach's e 
for they #1ways muner chem am 
that Aﬀadſinate Princes. Bur it will Gini no 
thing, Sir, to expel che Jeſuits out of your RI 
dom, if you contrigue a Perſecutor like Lewis t 
XIV. It would be no Perſecuticn to banifh a 
Society which is a pubfick Nuiſance 3; bur tr 
would be one of the moſt horrible things in the 
Wor'd not to give Toleration ro the Proteſtants, 
who have nothing of Evil in their Norals,, bur 
have always ſtuck clofe to their Rings : you =o 
therefore renew their Edits, and hes es 
bad LG in a larger meaſtre , ever 
'_ If Chriſtianity did not ioftru8 
Prince ought never to perſecute his ets for 
their Belief, you are bound to allow them Tole- 
ration our of meer Policy. Caft your = uh 
on all Hiſtories of paft Ages, and you 
the terrible Effefts that a Refirainy in Matters 
of Religion has produced ; Jt has laid waſte 
moſt flouriſhing AL wealthy Provinces : Je has 
rendred odious and cxecrable to Poſteriry , = 
Princes that have made vſe of ir: It {4 the onl 
Cauſe of Sedirions and Inſurre&ions,for the mo 
part faral to the Perſecurors Whar is Spain at 
this day, that great and fl-ouriſhing Kingdom, 
which was hcretofore fo wealthy, and well flor'd 
with [Inhabitants ? What is it now bur tad Solt- 
tude, difpeopled by the violance exerciſed upon 
Conſciences, por the abominable Severities of 
the Faquifirion Tribunal : and not to'go farther 


in ſearch of what you have before your" Eyes, 
what 
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_; | , wxicthing v ndicion, 
. : noes Comer. Fropls hve there _ 
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 ""Jure of vip accompred the only publick 
Gooc of che Kingdom. 
> ye bappy Sir, and long may Heaven 
1 for, the we re-and (afery of raves 
to. live, 7 your 
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